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Research

4 Business Parks identified.

Worked with businesses, 

recruitment organisations, job 

centre, PTO’s, LLEP, LA’s and 

job seekers.

Surveys/ Focus Groups/ 

Interviews/ Workshops.

Best practice review.



Birch Coppice 
Business Park



Findings

• Businesses& Parks unaware of travel barriers, car focus.

• Recruitment outsourced to orgs requesting “own transport”.

• High proportion of economic migrants w/out car access.

• Bus services limited (9-5)/ not aligned with Shift Patterns.

• Systemic focus on car access key barrier to employment.



Recommendations

• Alliance and funding.

• List of Measures 

• Train recruitment orgs

• Facilitate feedback

• Accessing employment 

support materials

• Training support



Report available online

http://www.lsr-online.org/files2/1564/stage-2-
findings-report-main-body-final.pdf
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45% of 1791 respondents were new, returning or 

occasional cyclists

55% had increased the amount of cycling they do

45% had increased the amount of walking they do

72% had reduced their daily travel by car (12% by 11 

miles or more)

49% were women

Over 17,000 SOV journeys removed in first 6 weeks of 

The Big Commuting Challenge

Impacts: Is it just preaching to converted?



18433 cycling (48%)

8340 walking (22%)

3608 car sharing (9%)

2990 Bus (8%)

2,410 Overland Train (6%)

1,200 Work at home (3%)

856 motorbike/ scooter

332 Running

153 Park & Ride. 

11 Ferry

5 Scooting/ Skating

Is it just cyclists?



“I'm restricted in terms of options for my commute 

because I live in Glasgow. But talking about this challenge 

with colleagues motivated me to get my bike repaired -

looking forward to collecting it today.”

“Staying over in Bristol 1 night per week rather than driving 

70 miles home and 70 miles back the next morning has 

the same carbon saving in travel as working from home for 

1 day… and I can walk to work in the morning.” Mark. H.

700 Miles on the bike in a month....... might even keep this 

bike thing going saved just under £300.” Paul H, 

Southampton.

But does it really create change?



Thoroughly enjoying cycling to work, and will probably 

continue after the challenge. Jackie H, Kirkcaldy. 

Change that to will definitely cycle to work (weather 

permitting). Getting stuck at all the traffic lights almost 

makes my journey longer (and more stressful) by car. 

Jackie H, Kircaldy. 



“This was the first time I had to use the bus as I had to 

pick up my grandson I normally use the car as he lives in 

Arnold and I live in The Meadows. I walked into town and 

then found where I had to catch the bus from, to go to 

Arnold it was a dull day but it was pleasant. As I normally 

pick him up in the car I never realised how much I missed 

the scenery. I finally arrived at Arnold and had to walk 

about half a mile to his house. I was a little tired but ok. On 

the way back was so enjoyable as my Grandson never 

stopped talking and telling me all the things we saw the 

time went so quickly and never realised that we were 

nearly home, as this was the first time I used the public 

transport I got there a little quicker than if I had used the 

car. My grandson and I are doing the journey again this 

Friday as we enjoyed and it has made me feel a little 

younger. J Byard”
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