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Questions & Answers: RAPHAEL CALVELLI 

Q: What is your experience with mobility in rural areas in your countries? Are there data available? Can you  

report on some experiences in particular? 

A: Rural areas are more difficult to serve with public transport, because of the reduced density and larger 

distances. Due to income inequalities and households' priorities set on men's mobility, women have less 

access to cars. Therefore, their mobility is limited, unless the family owns a second car. Older or younger 

women who do not have a driving license are particularly affected. We don't have here reference to 

specific research on rural areas, but more information can be found in Women's Issues in Transportation 

(the summary books of the international conference series, http://wiit-paris2014.sciencesconf.org). 

Q: Is the gender balance during daylight hours better than at night? 

A: Yes, but only partially. Outside peak hours (from around 9.30AM to 5PM), the reduced public transport 

offer means reduced mobility. And women are disproportionally more concerned, because they have to 

move more than men during the day, outside peak hours. An issue are the atypical working hours in sectors 

dominated by female employment (health care, cleaning and other services) and the unequal distribution 

of household and care work. Women's mobility is also distributed over the whole day, instead of being 

concentrated during peak hours only, and it is characterized by fractioned trips (as home-work-school-

shopping-home). Public transport is less accessible to people having to juggle young children or prams and 

shopping bags. Therefore, gender balance may be achieved or even inverted during day-time off-peak 

hours, in spite of structural gender-specific obstacles to access public transport. However, during night-time 

off-peak hours, women are underrepresented. The main factors are family responsibilities keeping them 

more often at home at that time of the day and women's feelings of being unsafe in public spaces in 

general and public transport in particular. 

 


