
      
 
 
 

Invitation to freight seminar and study visit in Gothenburg 
 
Dates for the visit:  22-23 November 2011 
 
Introduction:  
Freight distribution has become increasingly important in the development of 
sustainable urban transport. Compared to other topics such as cycling, public transport 
etc urban freight has long been overlooked. During the latest years, freight distribution 
has however rightly been recognised as central to improving the quality of life in 
European city centres. EC documents such as the Urban Mobility Action Plan (2009) and 
the revised White paper on Transport (2012) recognise the vital role that freight 
transport plays  within  today´s  cities  and  the  need  to  get a  balance  between  the  
freight  transport demands of the economy and the air quality and safety for our 
citizens.  
  
Gothenburg worked within the CIVITAS TELLUS project between 2002 and 2006 with, 
among other things, developing the Environmental zone and testing different city 
logistics solutions. The city now continues to spread the experiences gained to other 
cities as leaders of the CIVITAS CATALIST urban freight group. The CIVITAS CATALIST 
urban freight group consists of cities that have identified some key challenges to work 
with in the field of urban freight. Two examples are how to raise the issue of urban 
goods in overall transport- and city planning and how to improve the understanding of 
transport flows and patterns in cities. Improved cooperation with local stakeholders, 
who play different roles in the logistics chain, is also important. There is also the crucial 
question of ensuring a balance between reduced goods transports for improved 
environment and congestion but without causing negative consequences for local 
businesses.  
 

Gothenburg has worked during the past years with city distribution in close 
collaboration with local stakeholders in a Freight network. Focus has also been on 
enforcement which has considerably improved the inner-city accessibility for heavy 
vehicles.  
 
  



The site visit to Gothenburg will provide visitors, both presentations and on site 
examples of how Gothenburg has worked on freight for the last years. It will also 
provide information from other cities, European networks such as POLIS and 
EUROCITIES. Finally, the CATALIST project aims to bring political representatives from 
different cities together to discuss sustainable transport, in this case on freight.  
 
CIVITAS CATALIST aims at promoting sustainable transport solutions and to facilitate the 
transfer of best practice among European cities. As part of this ambition the project will 
be able to reimburse 50% of the travel and accommodation costs for participants.  
 
 



 
Agenda outline 
 
 
The study visit to Gothenburg will be held over 2 days with a mixture of presentations 
discussions and site visits. Topics to be addressed are:  
 
 
 Distribution of goods in city centres 

Gothenburg has for a decade worked proactively in making distribution of goods 
in city centres more efficient.  

 External commercial centres 
City centres are increasingly being transformed into places for people and not for 
traffic, which improves the attractiveness, generate more visitors, restaurants 
and shops. At the same time, external shopping centres are growing in many 
European cities. Former industrial areas as well as previously unexploited areas 
are turned into retail centres, which increase traffic and freight distribution to 
these areas. At the visit, Gothenburg will present the recently started projects on 
how to make distribution more efficient and sustainable in these areas.  

 Stakeholders in the urban freight distribution chain: Cooperation as a key to 
success! 
Gothenburg has worked successfully to improve city distribution. A lot of the 
success can be related to the cooperation and dialogue the city has had with 
stakeholders in the urban distribution chain. Set up in the EU funded project 
START, the local freight network has been the forum for discussions and 
achievement of a common vision on urban freight. New regulations and 
increased enforcement has been introduced with the active endorsement of the 
stakeholders and potential conflicts have been avoided.  

 Efficient and sustainable transports in a port city  
Gothenburg has one of the largest ports in northern Europe, and is an important 
industrial centre. The city is therefore exposed to a high level of freight to and 
from the port as well as the transports running in the north-south corridor from 
Norway to continental Europe.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



22 November 

Lunch hosted by City of Gothenburg 

For politicians:  

Presentation of logistics in Gothenburg from a political view and round table 
discussion lead by Roland Rydin, vice chairman of the Traffic and Public 
Transport Board 

 

For officials:  

 Gothenburg challenges and prerequisites in general (Max Falk, Traffic and 
Public Transport Authority) 

 Strategic perspective, urban goods priorities and guidelines about urban 
goods priorities and stakeholder collaboration. Organisation, aims, 
objectives and results in Gothenburg (Magnus Jäderberg, Traffic and 
Public Transport Authority)  

 Logistics in a port city (tbd, Port of Gothenburg) 

 

Common discussion around questions of interest 

 
Dinner hosted by City of Gothenburg 

 
 

23 November 
 
Site visits with demonstration, testing, presentation:  
1 City centre restriction and enforcement  
Presentation on projects in the city centre, Nordstan Shopping Centre, 
Lindholmen and Högsbo-Sisjön with a focus on the site visits. After presentation:  
site visit to see City Centre projects. (Christoffer Widegren, CW Logistics)  
 
2 Lindholmen Consolidation Centre  
Site visit to Lindholmen Consolidation Centre. (Christoffer Widegren, CW 
Logistics) 
 
 
Lunch at Lindholmen and end of conference 
 
 
 
 



Registration to seminar  
Registration to Maria Coulianos. Last date for registration 1st Nov 
Maria.coulianos@wspgroup.se, Phone: +46 31 727 2823 
 
Accommodation 
Hotel reservations are made direct to the hotel.  
We suggest: 
Hotel Vanilj, Kyrkogatan 38 (city centre) www.hotelvanilj.se 
Grand Hotel Opera, Nils Ericsonsgatan 23(city centre) www.grandhotelopera.se 
First Hotel G, Nils Ericsonplatsen 4 (close to central station) 
www.firsthotels.se/Vara-Hotell/Hotell-i-Sverige/Goteborg/First-Hotel-G/ 
 
Questions about registration 
Maria Coulianos 
Maria.coulianos@wspgroup.se, Phone: +46 31 7272823 
 
Questions about the seminar 
Håkan Perslow, Traffic and Public Transport Authority: 
hakan.perslow@tk.goteborg.se, Phone: +46 31 368 2539 
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