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GUIDELINES

This document serves as the proposal form for speakers interested in contributing to one of the eight technical sessions of the CIVITAS Forum Conference. These sessions are detailed at the end of this document.

Submission and evaluation procedure

Please send the completed form via email by 25th May, 2011 to: Forum.Contributions@civitas.eu.

The CIVITAS Programme Committee (which consists of the leading organisers together with the EC) will evaluate all proposal submissions. Selected speakers will be contacted by mid-June, when they will be invited to confirm their participation.  The calendar is therefore as follows:

	Deadline -  call for contributions
	25th May

	Announcement - selected speakers
	15th June

	Deadline -  speakers to confirm 
	24th June 


Tips for a successful proposal

· Be sure to address the specific content of the technical session; 

· Be clear and concise about your contribution, stick to the word limitation where appropriate;
· Be ready to present results, and the reasons for a measure’s success;

· Highlight the added-value of CIVITAS and its potential for transferability

· If you feel you can make a valid contribution to more than one technical session, please feel free to duplicate Part II below as many times as necessary. In this case, please indicate your preferences, if you have strong interest in one particular session over another.

PROPOSAL FORM

	PART I. Your Contact Details

	Name:
	

	Job title:
	

	Organisation:
	

	Address:
	

	Email:
	

	Telephone:
	

	Fax:
	

	CIVITAS project 
(if appropriate):
	


	CIVITAS Status:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   CIVITAS Plus                    FORMCHECKBOX 
   CIVITAS II         FORMCHECKBOX 
   CIVITAS I

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   CIVITAS Forum Member    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Non-CIVITAS personality*


*No formal involvement in CIVITAS

	PART II. Your Contribution* 

	Technical session ID:
	

	Title presentation:
	

	Abstract:
	Max. 150 words




	Innovative approach:
	Max. 5 bullet points / 50 words



	Results and success factors:
	Max. 5 bullet points / 50 words




Please duplicate this form as many times as necessary, making clear your preferred session

TECHNICAL SESSIONS

The technical sessions are meant as fora to discuss outstanding, innovative examples of work across all eight measure categories of the CIVITAS Initiative. Each session will correspond in general terms to one of the eight categories. The sessions will go as follows: the moderator will introduce the discussion topic and welcome the invited speakers to present their examples. Ideally, speakers will represent work from both past and current phases of CIVITAS as well as work undertaken outside of CIVITAS. The goal is to have a useful exchange of good practices, successful business models and proven technologies. Over the course of 90 minutes, emerging challenges within the discipline will be mapped, and questions and comments from participants (approx. 80 per session) will be entertained. Moderators will seek to identify factors of success in realising sustainable urban mobility measures (see the session descriptions below for further details). Conclusions of all sessions will be captured in a single powerpoint slide, that will be fed into the final plenary session by Anthony May, Emeritus Professor of Transport Engineering of the University of Leeds.

Technical Session 1: Post-oil Propulsion: Lessons and Experiences with Alternative Fuels and Clean Vehicles 
Recent experiments with alternative fuels and cleaner vehicles have yielded benefits that will help cities in the near and long terms. In the near term, they can help reduce local air pollution and advance climate change goals. Over time, they will help address climate challenges and identify alternative technologies in an era of dwindling global oil supplies. This session will focus on alternative fuels and cleaner vehicles, including: 
· Challenges in terms of infrastructure to support alternative-fuelled vehicle use; 

· Alternative fuels and technologies in public transport; and 

· Recommendations on stimulating the market (e.g. public procurement schemes; economic incentives; promoting public acceptance, environmental fees and taxes). 

Technical Session 2: Shifting the Share: How to Get Travellers out of Cars and into Public Transport
In CIVITAS, cities have taken numerous measures to achieve a shift in modal split toward public transport. “Carrot” approaches include subsidies, improvements to service and promotional efforts while “sticks” include different ways to make car use less convenient and more expensive. What measures are most effective and yield the most value for money? This session will look at:
· Innovations in intermodality to help achieve seamless door-to-door transport; 

· Challenges in traffic management strategies that involve public transport; and

· Recommendations for marketing and communications efforts.

Technical Session 3: Demand-Management Strategies: Using Incentives and Disincentives to Achieve More Sustainable Urban Transport
Urban passenger transport can be made faster and more efficient through economic incentives and disincentives, regulatory measures (including zoning and spatial planning), and tele-services. This session will explore: 
· Challenges in using parking tariff systems as a demand-management tool; 

· The use of reduced-speed zones to discourage and/or calm motor traffic; and

· Recommendations in the field of road-user charging and eco-charging.
Technical Session 4: Changing Minds: Communications and Planning to Enhance Sustainable Transport
Although investments in infrastructure and equipment provide alternatives to cars, people need to know how and why they should choose other modes. “Soft measures” in communications complement “hard” investments by giving people the necessary information and arguments for using sustainable modes of transportation. The session will look into: 
· Innovative communications strategies that can be recommended to other cities;

· Challenges in on-site travel planning (e.g., for schools or workplaces); 

· Recommendations in terms of training and capacity building for cities to embark on a sustainable urban mobility plan.

Technical Session 5: Making Streets Safe: Technologies and Strategies to Enhance Road Safety 
With road traffic injuries being the leading cause of death of children and young adults in Europe, road safety is naturally one of the focus areas of CIVITAS. This session examines measures cities have carried out to make city travel safer and more secure for users of all modes of transport, particularly the most vulnerable. It looks at the need to promote the design of intrinsically safer infrastructure. The session looks at: 
· Efforts cities have made to study and document local traffic injuries with a view to developing locally appropriate counter-measures; 

· Promoting best practice infrastructure design and a "design for safety" culture; 

· Challenges in ensuring the safety of children getting to and from school; and

· Recommendations for cities in lessening traffic dangers, including infrastructure investment, legal enforcement of restrictions, public education and training. 

Technical Session 6: Cutting Down on Car Travel: Promoting Alternatives to Automobile Reliance
This session looks at innovations that help city dwellers reduce their reliance on private cars. These solutions can include car sharing and car pooling; the promotion of cycling and walking for transport; car-free housing; and consumer goods delivery systems. Focus topics will include:
· Successes and achievements in realising less car-intensive lifestyles; 

· Challenges in promoting lifestyle alternatives such as car-sharing/pooling schemes and active travel such as cycling and walking;

· Ideas on promoting sustainable transport for children and the elderly; and 

· Recommendations for increasing the adoption of such innovations. 

Technical Session 7: Efficient Freight Logistics and New Concepts for Goods Distribution 
Freight transport is a significant contributor to local air pollution as well as traffic congestion. Between 2000 and 2008 for instance, a 21 percent increase was seen in tonnes of emissions per km from heavy duty vehicles. However, the circulation of goods around the city is an essential economic function. This session will discuss: 
· Challenges in implementing time, zone and vehicle class restrictions; 

· Innovative ideas to address vehicle emissions, including the use of clean fuels and vehicles and use of ITS 

· Recommendations for ways that cities can encourage better efficiency in goods delivery in order to reduce the number of freight trips. 

Technical Session 8: Tele-Travelling: Information and Communications Technologies for More Efficient Transport 
Intelligent transport systems (ITS) can make transport services more efficient, more predictable, and easier to use. ITS systems can give travellers real-time information — including on their own mobile devices — allowing them to make optimal connections, get directions and keep oriented. ITS can help transport service providers as well by tracking vehicles, enforcing timetables and enhancing security. It can also provide detailed information on travel patterns which can help optimise services. This session will look into:
· The state-of-the-art in ITS and the potential  benefits and opportunities of such systems in terms of functional and efficiency gains in the system; 

· Challenges in implementing ITS systems, including robustness and privacy issues; and 

· Factors of success in realising customer satisfaction with ITS services.
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