
� Sustainable transport
should be in the
mainstream of the
transport agenda

At the First Annual Sustainable Mobility
Convention held at Park Plaza London
event Chair Phil Goodwin, professor of
transport policy at the University of West of
England and emeritus professor at
University College London, said that the
clear message coming from the event was
that “sustainable transport should be in the
mainstream of the transport agenda, not on
the fringe”.

Transport Minister
Norman Baker MP
sent a video message
to the delegates
saying, “Of course
you are already ahead
of the game, by
engaging voluntarily in

CIVINET to share best practice on reducing
congestion and carbon emissions and
improving health and air quality you’ve
taken a lead and set an example that I
hope other regions and local authorities will
follow.” He closed his speech saying, “As
members of CIVINET here today, you’ve
demonstrated your capacity to innovate
and your commitment to transport being
smarter and more sustainable. You’ve also
shown leadership in successfully delivering
sustainable travel initiatives in your local
areas and coming together to share them
with other local authorities.”

Professor Goodwin went on to say,
“The measures are quick to implement
with high benefits and low cost. This is
an area where budgets should be
increased not decreased because of
its proven effectiveness.”

Senior transport
experts from UK &
Ireland local authorities
presented results for a
series of showcase
sustainable transport
projects, many of
which were part-

funded by the European Commission’s
CIVITAS Programme.

The presentations demonstrated high levels
of carbon and pollution reduction, cost
effective delivery and local consultation to
deliver initiatives such as:

� The London Borough of Islington car
clubs has over 11,000 members and
consistent growth of approximately 6%
every month since April 2007.

� Bristol Freight Consolidation Centre
has saved 271,000 vehicle km with
75% less delivery congestion for
participating retailers.

� Brighton Quality Partnership has
delivered bus passenger growth from
26m in 1997 to 41m in 2009, scoring
92% satisfaction levels in Passenger
Focus Survey.

� University of East Anglia have joined
with commercial partners to develop
the first dual-fuel biomethane-diesel
bus in the UK. The use of Argent B20
blend has been proven to save 17%
CO2 emissions.

� The results of the BIOGASMAX
transferability study into the capture and
use of biomethane generated from
household and commercial waste for
vehicle operations. The project
promotes the spreading of best practice
from those European cities who are at
the forefront of this technology.

� Norfolk crowned
CIVINET award winner!

Norfolk County Council was presented with
the CIVINET PRISM (Premium Recognition
In Sustainable Mobility) Award for their
Norfolk School Run Park and Ride scheme
by Mike Kirby, Chair of CIVINET UK &
Ireland Network at the First Annual
Sustainable Mobility Convention Dinner.

The jury found the winning entry to be an
innovative idea which demonstrated that
through collaborative working and a high
level of political support an impressive
scale of impact could be achieved. The
scheme is now revenue generating for the
local authority and has delivered significant
decongestion benefits.

� Chairman’s
Foreword

Welcome to the December edition
of the CIVINET UK & Ireland
Network news.

The Comprehensive Spending Review
revealed the DfT faces a 15% real terms
cut to its budget between 2010/11 and
2014/15, slightly below the 19% reduction
to Government spending overall. However,
amongst the news of budget cuts from the
Coalition Government comes the green
shoots of the DfT’s new Local Sustainable
Transport Fund which will provide £560m
over four years for packages of low-cost
transport improvements.

A key focus of the CIVINET UK & Ireland
network is to disseminate lessons learned
from CIVITAS projects, to share best
practice, and to provide a platform for
dialogue between local authorities,
government departments and the
European Commission about sustainable
transport issues in general. The network
also encourages government at national
and European levels to bring forward
additional funding mechanisms to assist
cities with the ongoing development of
sustainable mobility policies, measures
and tools. This agenda is the reason why
CIVINET provides an ideal forum for
interaction between UK local authorities
and national government in connection
with the Local Sustainable Transport Fund.

Another aim of the CIVINET UK & Ireland
Network is to offer advice to members on
the various European funding sources that
are available to help with sustainable
transport projects, and how to access
them, including encouraging involvement
in CIVITAS by new cities.

For details about becoming a member of
the CIVINET UK & Ireland Network -
HALF PRICE MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE
UNTIL MARCH 2011 FOR NEW
MEMBERS - email civinet@ttr-ltd.com or
call Alastair Byers on 0117 907 6520.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Mike Kirby
Chair of the CIVINET UK & Ireland Network
and Director of Transport and Strategic
Highways, Lancashire County Council.
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� European funding
The CIVINET UK & Ireland Network helps
to keep members up to date with advance
knowledge of calls for proposals from the
European Commission. The new CIVITAS
Plus II Call for Proposals has now been
officially opened by the European
Commission. Cities can apply for funding
as part of CIVITAS Plus II which can
support them in developing, delivering and
evaluating ambitious sustainable transport
initiatives. The Call has an indicative
budget of 18 million euro and opened on
21 September 2010. It will close on
12 April 2011.



Norfolk County Council offers a park & ride
service, specifically aimed at reducing the
number of vehicles travelling into Norwich
city centre to drop off and pick up children
at school. The service is available at all
sites, Monday to Friday, during school term
times only.

It is simple to use:

� Pupils pay only £1.00 return to travel,
payable to the park & ride bus driver

� If you are in the sixth form and do not
wear a uniform, you will need to obtain a
letter from the school confirming you are
a pupil to show the driver.

� Accompanying adult chaperone pay 1p
return to travel to school only (This ticket
is only valid for 2 hours).

� Tickets are valid if you need to transfer
onto another park & ride service at
Norwich Bus Station.

Overall, the CIVINET jury felt the
Norfolk scheme best reflected the
CIVINET spirit of improving sustainable
mobility. The concept has already received
a great deal of interest from other local
authorities looking to replicate the scheme
around the UK.

More information on the Norfolk School Run
Park & Ride scheme can be provided by
Josie Barnett, Norfolk County Council
josie.barnett@norfolk.gov.uk.

� CIVITAS Forum
Conference, Malmö

The eighth annual CIVITAS Forum
Conference was held in the Swedish city of
Malmö this year attracting around 400
politicians and practitioners from across
Europe. The city of Malmö, often referred to
as the “World’s smallest big city” because
anywhere in the city can be reached within
15 minutes by bike, was a fitting host
showing delegates its sustainable travel
schemes for short journeys such as bike hire.

CIVINET exhibited at the two-day event to
showcase the CIVINET national networks

already set up and to make contacts to
help other countries set up networks in their
regions. The stand was especially well
visited after a presentation was given by
José María Diez (City of Burgos and
CIVINET Project Co-ordinator) in the final
plenary session inviting interested cities to
come to the stand to find out more about the
benefits of setting up national networks in
their region.

The Forum was useful for the UK & Ireland
Network with two Irish delegates showing
interest in joining the CIVINET Network as
well as with some existing members meeting
at the stand who were participating in the
CIVITAS Forum technical workshops.

The lucky host of the next CIVITAS Forum
was announced to be: The City of Funchal!

� LEPT: Why we
joined CIVINET

Jim McGeever, European Project Manager
at LEPT, explains why they recently joined
the CIVINET UK & Ireland Network.

With all of the London European Partnership
for Transport (LEPT) team, and a good
number of London borough representatives,
having been involved with the broader
CIVITAS initiative for many years now – either
through the CIVITAS Forums, the many
project partner led training events,
encouraging political engagement, and
actually managing CIVITAS projects – it felt
like a natural course to join the newly
established CIVINET UK & Ireland Network.

With so many separate transport voices
from the 33 local authorities, it can be
tough to focus our position on a variety of
transport topics through a single voice. It’s
also difficult to bring the information
coming out of the European Commission
down to a practical and understandable
level for local authorities, which can lead to
a decrease in interest and involvement in
all things European across London
boroughs and beyond.

It is our intention to link all of our London
borough members into a closer working
relationship with the other CIVITAS European
network cities, and to both share our
experience and knowledge and to learn from
them. However accessing EU funds is
clearly a priority right now. At a time of
austerity checks throughout the public
sector, being part of a UK network seeking

to promote and influence budget decisions
is a prime concern. Therefore, through
CIVINET, LEPT is keen to input into the policy
process at the EU level and to ensure that
we are represented in issues relating to how
budgets are set, what policies are planned,
and ultimately how these transpose into
decisions made at EU level.

A highlight to date for LEPT and the London
boroughs has been attendance at CIVINET’s
First Annual Sustainable Mobility Convention
in September where, apart from a
substantial attendance by London borough
transport officers, we were able to actively
involve two leading borough councillors in
the political debate that formed a big part of
the two day conference.

We are looking forward to a busy year in 2011,
and to promoting the ideals of the CIVITAS
initiative and its pan-Europe perspective on
clean urban mobility across the London
boroughs. It’s a good time to be an active
member of CIVINET and to know that our
involvement is helping to shape the transport
agenda and define the next round of transport
and mobility budgets within the European
Commission’s Transport Directorate.

For membership enquiries please call Alastair Byers on: +44 117 907 6521
or email: civinet@ttr-ltd.com

EUROPEAN
COMMISSION
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� In 2011 there will be
CIVINET member events in
January, March and June.

Save the date!


