
 

The methodology adopted for the CIVITAS peer-review exercise follows the rationale 

that a group of experts from different cities working in similar issues can evaluate local 

policies, programmes and practices being implemented in a particular city and based 

on this can give recommendations on possible areas of improvement. The assessment is 

done in a structured and focused way, 

following a common standard 

(‘benchmark for integrated learning’). 

Those making the evaluation are 

called peers or ‘equals’ reviewer 

because they come from backgrounds 

similar to colleagues whose work is 

reviewed. A key strength of the 

process is that – as peers – they can 

readily understand the goals of the 

practitioners whom they visit, the 

pressures on them, and the complexity 

of their environment. Peer-reviewers share their wealth of knowledge with the 

municipalities which they visit and review. They take back to their municipalities 

knowledge from the places they visit, strengthening their understanding. This 

methodology thus offers them an opportunity to exchange skills and experiences, and 

to reflect on their own work. 

 

The peer-review exercise proposed by CIVITAS WIKI aims at focusing on key challenges 

in the implementation of urban mobility policies, in specific thematic areas and/or on 

specific initiatives/projects being implemented by host cities. The process comprises 3 

steps:  

TOPIC: traffic calming measures and 
30 km Zone 
 
HOST: Reggio Emilia, Italy 
 
PEER-REVIEWER:  

 Asier Sarasua and Roberto 
Argote, Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain  

 Karsten Alsbjerg Hørup, Odense, 
Denmark  

 
CIVITAS Thematic Group Safety and 

Security 



Before the peer-review exercise: Peer-reviewers need to get in advance 

documentation of the measures/projects implemented and/or the plan of the city to 

understand the context and to do an initial revision based on the brief report. Tasks for 

the host city include gathering evidence, contacting people involved in the 

project/measures, making 

practical arrangements for 

the visit and writing a 

brief self-assessment 

report (template 

enclosed). 

The peer-review 

exercise: Tasks for peers 

include testing the 

documentation and 

evidence through asking 

questions and visiting the 

project in loco, evaluating 

this evidence and contributing with their own experiences during the ‘peer exchange 

discussion”. A technical expert will support and guide the discussion/evaluation.  

After the peer-review visit: Tasks for the technical expert/WIKI team include 

producing a feedback report which present the main conclusion, including specific 

recommendations for the host city and practical examples on how other cities are 

tackling similar problems. 

Reggio Emilia Urban Mobility Plan (PUM, approved in 2008) is a document designed as 

the strategic plan for the development of urban mobility policies tackling mobility and 

urban development planning in an integrated way. It consists in a set of instruments 

and integrated policies intended to overcome unbalanced developments in mobility and 

territorial expansion, with short, medium and long term strategic interventions and 

high investments on environment, mobility and safety. Among the other actions carried 

out in order to fulfill the PUM objectives, traffic calming and 30 Km/h speed zones are 

one of the main objectives in order to enhance quality and safety in urban areas, 

reducing accidents and increasing cycling and pedestrian modal split. 

 


