
 

 

 

 

CIVINET UK & IRELAND 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2 
 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY       3 

2 GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE NETWORK 3 
2.1. Terms of reference         3 

2.2. Support funding         3 

2.3. Fee structure          4 

2.4. Membership          5 

2.5. Financial administration        5 

2.6. Management Board         5 

2.7. Political Committee         6 

2.8. Links with other bodies        6 

3 DISSEMINATION AND OUTREACH     8 
3.1. Sustainable mobility events programme      8 

3.2. Third party events         12 

3.3. Website and social media        14 

3.4. Guidance          15 

3.5. Newsletters          15 

3.6. Communications materials        16 

3.7. Media relations and advertising       17 

4 SUMMARY OF 2015-2016 ACTIVITIES    17 
4.1. Impact          17 

4.2. Challenge          18 

5 NEW ANNUAL ACTIVITY AND BUSINESS PLAN  18 

 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Table 1: Fee Structure         4 

Table 2: Network events         9 

Table 3: Third party events        12 

Table 4: Visits to CIVINET webpage 2015 – 2016     14 

Table 5: Newsletters         15 

Table 6: Leaflets          16 

Table 7: Banners and exhibition stands       16 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3 
 

 

1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

This report summarises the activities carried out by the Management Committee and the 

Secretariat, Transport & Travel Research (TTR) Ltd, for CIVINET UK & Ireland (UKI) 

over 1 January 2015  to 31 March 2016. It has been prepared by the Secretariat on 

behalf of the Management Committee. The National Network Manager (NNM) is 

Lancashire County Council. 

At the end of March 2016 there were 19 CIVINET UKI members, with three new 

members recruited during 2015-16. Membership and other fees remained the same as 

in the previous year. The Management Committee has eight members and three 

observers. It met four times in 2015. During 2015-16, CIVINET UKI established or 

continued a number of links with national and European bodies/initiatives. 

In 2015-16, CIVINET UKI focussed on enhancing its membership offer - including a site 

visit within the Annual General Meeting (AGM), a webinar, training and written guidance 

on accessing EU funds, and issuing the Network information leaflet in Welsh. While 

these new initiatives were successful, growing the number of members remains a 

challenge. CIVINET UKI organised a further two events, participated in five external 

events and issued five newsletters during 2015-16. 

 

2 GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE 

NETWORK 
 

2.1 Terms of Reference 

The terms of reference (ToR) for CIVINET UKI were revised and approved by the 

Management Committee in the first reporting period. They were formally approved by 

the European Commission and were adopted at the AGM on 3 July 2014. 

 

2.2 Support funding 

Initially launched 2009, CIVINET UKI receives support funding from the European 

Commission, via the CIVITAS CAPITAL project from 1 September 2013 to 31 August 

2016.  

CIVINET UKI is currently one of eleven national networks. The others are Czech 

Republic & Slovakia, Francophone, German-speaking, Hungary, Italy, Netherlands & 

Flanders, Spain & Portugal, Poland, Slovenia- Croatia-South East Europe (SEE), and 

Romania-Moldavia. 
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Other funding comes from member subscription fees and non-member involvement in 

Network events. 

 

2.3 Fee structure 

The Network fee structure that applied during the annual report period is shown below. 

These fees were approved by the AGM on 24 June 2015.  They are effective from April 

2015 to March 2016. The pricing of member subscriptions acknowledges the current 

financial climate. 

Table 1: Fee Structure 

Membership Fee £ Fee € 

Public authorities/LEPs/RTPs  

< 250,000 population 

350 410  

Public authorities/LEPs/RTPs 250,001 

to 1 million population                          

750 880 

Public authorities/LEPs/RTPs      

> 1 million population                   

900 1060 

Associate  

members 

250 295 

 

Other fees Fee £ Fee € 

Annual event delegate rate: Member Free Free   

Annual event delegate rate: Non-

Member 

120 140 Refunded on joining network 

Annual event  

exhibitor rate 

Price on application  

Conference:  

Member 

Free Free  

Conference:  

Non-Member 

90 100 Refunded on joining network 

Workshop / seminar:  

Member 

Free Free  

Workshop / seminar:               Non-

Member 

50 60 Refunded on joining network 
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2.4 Membership 

At the end of March 2016, CIVINET UKI membership comprised 13 full members (local 

authorities based in the UK) and six associate members including two consultancies, 

one innovation network linked to the government, two academic bodies and one charity / 

campaign organisation. Three new members joined during the year: Belfast City Council, 

Sustrans and the Knowledge Transfer Network. All existing members decided to renew 

membership subscriptions in 2015. 

Full members: 

Bath & North East Somerset Unitary 
Authority 

 Belfast City Council 

 Bournemouth Borough Council  Brighton & Hove City Council 

 Bristol City Council  Derry City Council 

 Hampshire County Council  Haringey Council 

 Lancashire County Council  Leicestershire County Council 

 Norfolk County Council  Norwich City Council 

 Southend-on-Sea Borough Council  

 

Associate members:  

Counter Context  Interactions 
Knowledge Transfer Network  Coventry University 

Sustrans  Transport & Health Study Group 

   

 

2.5 Financial administration 

The annual Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure Account of the Network was 

published in June 2015, for consideration at the AGM. The accounts were certified by 

the NNM’s internal auditor. 

 

2.6 Management Committee 

During the reporting period the CIVINET UK & Ireland Management Committee 

members were: 

Bath and North East Somerset Council Bournemouth Borough Council 
Brighton & Hove City Council Bristol City Council 

Hampshire County Council Lancashire County Council – NNM / 
Chair 

Norfolk County Council Southend on Sea Borough Council. 
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The Local Government Association (LGA) for England and Wales and Department for 

Transport (DfT) and Transport Scotland were observers. The Secretariat was provided 

by TTR.   

Four Management Committee meetings were held. The following issues are routinely 

considered at all meetings: European funding and CAPITAL updates, membership 

accounts, reports on recent events, future events and communication activities.  Other 

issues addressed at the four meetings are shown below. 

 2 March 2015, via teleconference - fee structure for 2015-16, approval of annual 

report 2014, CIVINETs policy statement 2015, links with other bodies.  

 24 June 2015, in Brighton (after the AGM) - confirmation of NNM and Auditor, 

plus site visit (see section 3.1).  

 28 September 2015, via teleconference - no additional items.  

 8 December 2015 via teleconference - approval of activity and business plan for 

2016. 

 

2.7 Political Committee 

The CIVINET UKI Political Committee continued to be inactive in 2015-16. It is still a 

challenge to get politicians to devote time to European projects in the current economic 

climate. 

CIVINET UKI signed the combined annual policy statement by the national/regional 

networks, D5.8. This was published in June 2015 and approved by the CIVITAS Political 

Advisory Committee at the CIVITAS Forum in October 2015. 

 

2.8 Links with other bodies 

 

2.8.1 National government 

The UK Department for Transport (DfT) continues to be an observer on the CIVINET 

UKI Management Committee. The representative changed in September 2015.  

Transport Scotland is also an observer on the Management Committee. To help 

strengthen CIVINET UKI presence in Scotland, Transport Scotland hosted a CIVINET 

training workshop on accessing EU funds. This was held in January 2016 - see section 

3.1. 

Attempts to make contact with a relevant representative in the Welsh Government have 

failed so far. The DfT will be asked to assist in identifying an appropriate contact.  

Links with Irish government and other organisations were facilitated by holding an event 

in Northern Ireland in April 2015 - see section 3.1. 
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2.8.2 Other national networks 

ACT TravelWise is a UK membership association for sustainable travel and behavioural 

change professionals in the public, private or third sectors. A member of the Secretariat 

sits on ACT TravelWise’s Board. CIVINET UKI and ACT TravelWise have continued to 

publicise and participate in each other’s events - see section 3. 

The NNM and Network Chairman met LGA Transport Advisers on 11 February 2015 to 

discuss improved CIVINET UKI - LGA liaison.  Only two LGA staff work on transport so 

they continued to communicate by email rather than participating in future CIVINET 

meetings. 

 

2.8.3 Regional bodies 

CIVINET UKI membership is open to the English Integrated Transport Authorities (ITAs), 

which cover large urban areas, and to the Scottish Regional Transport Partnerships 

(RTPs), which between them cover the whole country. As shown in section 2.3, 

membership fees for ITAs and RTPs are tiered according to population size covered. An 

ITA, Centro, hosted a CIVINET UKI event in November 2015 - see section 3.1 

 

2.8.4 CIVITAS and other European initiatives 

CIVINET UKI actively participated in the annual CIVITAS Forum, 7-10 October 2015, in 

Ljubljana (Slovenia). This included exhibiting. Prior to this, CIVINET UKI took part in a 

meeting of all CIVINETs on 7 October.  The Network also participated in the CIVINETs’ 

meetings held on 28 May 2015, in Szeged, (Hungary), on 13 April 2015 in Brussels, 

(Belgium). On 13 April, CIVINET UKI also attended a reception on sustainable mobility 

for MEPs at the European Parliament. This included a presentation ‘A city perspective 

on CIVITAS’, given by Councillor Ian Davey, of CIVINET UKI member Brighton & Hove 

City Council. 

Contact has continued with the Horizon 2020 National Contact Points (NCPs). They are 

based at Innovate UK, the government’s innovation agency. The Legal & Financial NCP 

presented a spotlight on Horizon 2020 at the training workshop on accessing EU funds - 

see section 3.1. 

The Network also cooperated with the EU MobiWallet project. This demonstrates the 

benefits of a unified platform that can seamlessly process the payment schemes of a 

range of public transport operators. The Network ran a joint workshop in November 2015 

on using smart technology to deliver sustainable mobility - see section 3.1.
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3 DISSEMINATION AND OUTREACH 
 

3.1 Sustainable mobility events programme 

Four events were held in 2015, and one event has been led so far in 2016 with a 

further two planned. Events covered a range of themes and were attended by a mix 

of CIVINET UKI members and non-members. Evaluation surveys were conducted for 

most events. Quotes regarding key things taken away from events included:  

“Great opportunities for partnership working” 

“Investing in cycling is investing in city well being”   

“Networks matter. CIVINET is very valuable network to learn what's going on, 

and share knowledge and skills.” 

“The value of shared working across health and transport from a very wide 

range of practitioners, policy makers, researchers.” 

“How to advocate for investment more effectively.” 

“A greater understanding of examples where smart technology is working and 

where it might go in the future.” 

Additional funds were granted from CAPITAL (round 2, 2015) to design and produce 

bespoke CIVINET UKI folders. These are used to hold delegate information packs at 

events. The folders were launched at our event on 24 November 2015 (see below).  

Additional funding was awarded from CAPITAL (round 1, 2015) for T&S costs 

associated with attending Network and third-party events. This is intended to cover 

costs where the travel is relatively long in terms of distance or time. Requests are 

considered on a case by case basis. 
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Table 2: Network events 

Event Location Date Description 
of the event 

Covering 
host 

Themes Format Main sessions /  
contributors 

Type of audience 
+ No. of delegates 

Feedback on 
success of 
event 

On the move 
- A 
conference 
about cycling 
and 
connectivity 

Belfast 30 
Apr  
2015 

Timed to 
coincide with 
the launch of 
Belfast public 
bike share 
scheme, this 
conference: 
- explored 
cycling 
strategy 
development 
and practical 
delivery of 
cycling 
measures 
- addressed 
the role of 
sustainable 
transport in 
urban 
regeneration.   
A cycle tour 
was included 
using the 
Belfast public 
bike share 
bikes.  
Delegates not 
wishing to 
participate had 
a tour of the 
City Hall. 
Funded from 
core budget. 

Belfast City 
Council 
 

Car-independent 
lifestyles, 
integrated 
planning, 
CIVITAS 
integrated 
approach 

Conference * A new Bicycle Strategy for 
Northern Ireland - Andrew Grieve, 
NI Department for Regional 
Development  
* Spotlight on bike hire schemes: 
Launching a new bike sharing 
scheme in Belfast - Anne Doherty, 
Belfast City Council; One year on: 
nextbike in Bath and North East 
Somerset - Colin Rees, Bath & 
North East Somerset Council; An 
established scheme: dublinbikes - 
Damien Ó Tuama, Mobilities 
Consultant  
* Regeneration and connectivity - 
Dr Brendan Murtagh, Queen’s 
University Belfast and Sinead 
Grimes, Belfast City Council  
* An introduction to CIVINET - Chris 
Hadfield, NNM, CIVINET UKI 
* EU funding sources for cycling 
projects - Fiona McLean, TTR 
* Ghent … making cycling the new 
normal - Patty Delanghe, City of 
Ghent  
* Discussion and Q&A on all 
sessions 

Local authorities, 
government 
departments, health 
sector, tourism 
sector, police, 
universities, 
consultancies, 
voluntary 
organisations 
 
60 delegates 

Largely positive. 
17 delegates 
replied to 
evaluation 
survey. 
Regarding 
overall 
satisfaction with 
event, 6 were 
Very Satisfied 
and 11 were 
Satisfied. 
Belfast City 
Council rejoined 
CIVINET UKI 
after the event. 
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AGM Brighton 24 
Jun 
2015 

AGM, followed 
by local site 
visit. 
 
Financed from 
core funding. 

Brighton & 
Hove City 
Council 
 

Integrated 
planning,  
CIVITAS 
integrated 
approach 

AGM and 
site visit 
 

AGM, followed by visit to the 
seafront sites for construction of the 
i360 observation tower and 
redevelopment of the Kings Road 
arches.  Sites were presented by 
staff working on these projects. 

Local authority 
members of 
CIVINET UKI 
 
9 delegates 

No formal 
evaluation 
survey, but 
feedback was 
positive 

The health 
benefits of 
active travel   

Online 19 
Oct 
2015 

Explored 
evidence of 
the health 
benefits of 
active travel in 
a practical and 
accessible 
way, to help in 
making the 
case for active 
travel 
schemes 
locally.   
 
Supported 
mainly by 
additional 
funds 
allocated from 
CAPITAL 
(round 1, 
2015), plus 
core funding 

 Mobiel21 
 

Car-independent 
lifestyles 

 Webinar Presentation by Dr Adrian Davis, 
Public Health and Transport 
Specialist, followed by discussion 
and Q&A  

Local authorities, 
transport 
authorities, 
consultancies, 
charities, campaign 
groups 
 
40 delegates 

Very positive. 
11 participants 
replied to 
evaluation 
survey. 
Regarding 
overall 
satisfaction with 
event, 7 were 
Very Satisfied 
and 4 were 
Satisfied. 
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Personal 
mobility and 
the mobile 
phone - 
Using smart 
technology to 
deliver 
sustainable 
mobility 

Birmingha
m 

24 
Nov 
2015 

Focused on 
the use of 
mobile phone 
applications 
that seek to 
improve 
access to 
smarter travel. 
There were 
live 
demonstration
s of some 
apps. 
 
Funded from 
core budget 
and by 
MobiWallet  

Centro Transport 
telematics                                                               

Workshop * Using mobile apps to encourage 
active travel - Greg Smart, 
500more.com 
* Converting mobility events into 
media assets - Mebs Loghdey, 
GoMoMo 
* The success of the itravel smart 
app - Lynne McKie, Cheshire West 
& Chester Council 
* MyAccessibleEU and Wheelmap: 
A European perspective to 
delivering sustainable mobility - 
Louise Francis, Mapping for 
Change 
* Intelligent Mobility: Centro’s 
perspective Andy Page, Centro 
* Gamification and modal shift - 
Scott Davidson,  TTR 
* Discussion and Q&A on all 
sessions 

Local authorities, 
academia, 
technology start-
ups, consultancies   
 
27 delegates 

Largely positive. 
11 participants 
replied to 
evaluation 
survey. 
Regarding 
overall 
satisfaction with 
event, 5 were 
Very Satisfied 
and 6 were 
Satisfied. 

Accessing 
EU funds for 
sustainable 
transport 

Edinburgh 21 
Jan 
2015 

Supported 
mostly by 
additional 
funding 
awarded from 
CAPITAL 
(round 1, 
2015), plus the 
core budget 

Transport 
Scotland 

CIVITAS 
integrated 
approach 

Training * An introduction to EU funding 
schemes relating to sustainable 
transport - Daniela Rosca, EC 
* Group exercise:  The pros and 
cons of involvement in EU funding 
bids and projects - Facilitator: Fiona 
McLean, TTR 
* Spotlight on Horizon 2020 - 
Stephen Alexander, Innovate UK 
* Group exercise: Co-ordinating an 
EU bid - Facilitator: Archie 
Stoddart, Transport Scotland 
* One to one advice surgery with 
presenters and facilitators  

Mainly local 
authorities - 12 
delegates + staff in 
attendance from 
Transport Scotland 
& Scottish 
Government 

Positive. 
6 participants 
replied to 
evaluation 
survey. 
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3.2 Third party events 

Three events were attended in 2015 and two events were attended in 2016. The Smarter Travel show hosted awards recognising the 

smartest projects, people and technologies defining future mobility. There were seven award categories and over 90 entries received. 

CIVINET UKI member Bath and North East Somerset Council was shortlisted for Best Shared Mobility Service Provider for its cycle 

hire scheme. Congratulations to another member, Brighton and Hove Council, which won Most Improved Journey to Work for its 

Lewes Road Improvement Scheme. 

Table 3: Third party events  

Period 
M17-M28  
Jan-Dec 15 

Name of the event  Location Date Description of the event Themes Participation  
Communication 
material 
distributed 

Smarter Travel Birmingham 5-6 Feb  The government supported national 
conference for English Local Sustainable 
Transport Fund projects. CIVINET UKI 
participation financed by additional funding 
awarded from CAPITAL (2014). 

All aspects of 
sustainable 
transport 

Presentations, 
exhibition 

Leaflets, flyers 
advertising 
forthcoming events, 
various CIVITAS 
publications 

Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Project 
Application Master 
Class 2015 (Northern 
Edition) 
 

Manchester 14 Oct Creating a successful application for a 
Development Consent Order: from pre-
application to examination 

Infrastructure, 
planning 

Presentation Leaflets 

UK SUMP Network 
annual meeting 

 Birmingham 30 Sept  The UK SUMP Network of local authorities 
is convened through the EU ENDURANCE 
project. This was the third annual meeting. 
CIVINET UKI participation supported by 
additional funds granted from CAPITAL 
(round 2, 2015). 

Freight and 
logistics, places 
for people, and 
healthy and active 
travel 

 Exhibition Leaflets, flyers 
advertising 
forthcoming events, 
various CIVITAS 
publications 

Period 
M29-M31  
Jan-Mar 16 

ACT TravelWise 
Annual Conference 

London 28 Jan  Provided an early opportunity to hear from 
the Department for Transport regarding 
Spending Review outcomes and new 

Funding, local 
government - 
private sector 

Attendance CIVINET UKI leaflets 
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funding opportunities. This was followed 
by afternoon workshops on funding. 

collaboration, 
economic 
appraisal of 
transport 
schemes, active 
and healthy travel 

Smarter Travel Live! Milton Keynes 17-18 
Mar 

The government supported national 
conference for English Local Sustainable 
Transport Fund projects 

All aspects of 
sustainable 
transport 

Attendance CIVINET UKI leaflets 
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3.3 Website and social media 

 

3.3.1 CIVITAS website 

The CIVINET UKI web pages were regularly updated. The web pages are at: 

www.civitas.eu/civinet/civinet-uk-ireland.  A CIVINET UKI Group was set up and 

maintained on the CIVITAS Exchange Hub, at http://exchange-

hub.civitas.eu/openatrium/civinet-uk-ireland.   This is accessible by members only 

and replaced the former private area of the CIVINET UKI web pages. The following 

table shows the content of each site. 

Web pages Members only area 

Introductory description of the network 

Current lists of members (with links to 
their own websites) and Management 
Committee members 

Governance arrangements 

Contact details for the NNM and 
Secretariat 

Information about membership 
benefits and how to join 

Terms of reference and information 
leaflet 

Brief news items 

Information about forthcoming events, 
including how to register 

Twitter feed 

Member contact details 

Governance arrangements 

Annual activity and business plans 

Annual reports 

Terms of reference and information 
leaflet 

AGM agendas and minutes 

Newsletters and newsflashes  

Forthcoming events calendar, including 
how to register 

Event programmes and presentations 

 

In 2015, the Network’s page on civitas.eu was viewed 1017 times. It represents a 

decrease of yearly visits compared to 2014 (4928 times). 

Table 4: Visits to CIVINET webpage 2015 - 2016 

M17-M22 
Jan-Jun 15  546 

M23-M28 
Jul-Dec 15  471 

M29-M31 
Jan-Mar 16  323 
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3.3.2 Social media 

CIVINET UKI has a LinkedIn group at www.linkedin.com/groups/CIVINET-UK-

Ireland-Network-3299067 and a Twitter account @CIVINET_UKI. There was an 

increase in Linked In group members from 172 at the end of 2014 to 189 at the end 

of 2015. 

Twitter followers grew from 17 at the end of 2014 to 95 at the end of 2015. The 

Network was awarded some additional funding from CAPITAL (round 2, 2015) to 

enhance use of social media. A concise social media strategy was prepared to guide 

our activities, which included: 

 analysing competitors’ use of Linked In and Twitter 

 identifying and using metrics to evaluate the reach of our Twitter account  

 increasing Linked In group and Twitter followers  

 making more posts and trying out some new content  

 using the Linked In advertising service to promote CIVINET UKI to a selected 

target audience.  

 

3.4 Guidance 

Another first for CIVINET UKI was producing guidance on accessing EU funds. This 

was launched at and complemented the training workshop on the same subject. 

Copies of the guidance have also been sent to Network members. This initiative was 

largely financed by additional funding allocated from CAPITAL (round 2, 2015), plus 

some core funds. 

 

3.5 Newsletters 

Table 5: Newsletters 

Period 2015 

N° 
Method of 

distribution 

Date of 

issue 

Number of 

recipients 

Topics 
Comments 

 
Newsletter 
(Issue 16) 

Email, 
members only 
area              
of website  

Jan 15 16 members CIVITAS integrated 
approach, clean fuels 
and vehicles, car-
independent lifestyles 

 Newsletter 
(Issue 16) 

Newsletter 
(Issue 17) 

 As above Apr 15 17 members CIVITAS integrated 
approach, car-
independent lifestyles 

Newsletter (Issue 
17) 

Newsflash  As above Feb 15 17 members Integrated planning  Newsflash 
 

Newsflash Email, 
CIVITAS 
Exchange Hub 

Jun 15 17 members CIVITAS integrated 
approach 
 
 

Newsflash 
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Period 2016 

Newsletter 
(Issue 18) 

Email, 
CIVITAS 
Exchange 
Hub  

Aug 15 17 members Mobility management, 
car-independent 
lifestyles, transport 
telematics      

Newsletter (Issue 
18) 

Newsletter 
(Issue 19) 

 As above Dec 15 18 members Car-independent 
lifestyles, CIVITAS 
integrated approach, 
transport telematics      

Newsletter (Issue 
19) 

Newsflash  As above Sep 15 17 members Car-independent 
lifestyles, CIVITAS 
integrated approach, 
integrated planning         

Newsflash 

Newsletter 
(Issue 20) 

Email, 
CIVITAS 
Exchange Hub 

Mar 16 19 members CIVITAS integrated 
approach, car-
independent lifestyles 

Newsletter (Issue 
20) 

 

3.6 Communications materials 

Additional funds were allocated from CAPITAL (round 1, 2015) to produce the 

CIVINET UKI leaflet in Welsh. Copies were sent to a number of Welsh local 

authorities. A PDF version is available at: 

www.civitas.eu/sites/default/files/documents/civinet_a4_leaflet_welsh.pdf. We 

continued to exhibit the CIVINET UKI stand at our own and other events - see above. 

 

Table 6: Leaflets 

Leaflet 
How many copies have been distributed within the following period: 
      

M"-2"-M4 
Jul-Dec13 

Approximately 
50     

M17-M22 
Jan-Jun 15 

Approximately 
70 

 

M5-M10 
Jan-Jun 14 

Approximately 
50     

M23-M28 
Jul-Dec 15 

Approximately 
120 

 

M11-M16 
Jul-Dec 14 

Approximately 
120     

M29-M36 
Jan-Aug 16 

Approximately 
120 

 

      

 

Table 7: Banners and exhibitions stands 

Banners and exhibition stands 
On how many occasions did you use banners and stands within the 
following period: 

M"-2"-M4 
Jul-Dec13 

1 
 

M17-M22 
Jan-Jun 15 

 2 
 

M5-M10 
Jan-Jun 14 

 
 

M23-M28 
Jul-Dec 15 

 3 
 

M11-M16 
Jul-Dec 14 

1 
 

M29-M36 
Jan-Aug 16 

 2 
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3.7 Media relations and advertising 

A CIVINET UKI marketing package was arranged for the Smarter Travel Show in 

February 2015. This included:  

 CIVINET UKI being listed as a ‘Conference Supporter’, including logo on 

website, advertising, leaflets, conference slides; 

 speaker slot;  

 exhibition space;  

 three delegate places;  

 and two-page feature and full page advert in the Smarter Travel supplement 

guide. This was handed out to delegates and also mailed with an issue of 

Local Transport Today, a fortnightly newspaper for transport professionals in 

the UK and Ireland. 

The CIVINET UKI conference in Belfast in April 2015 attracted local TV coverage. 

This included an interview with the NNM and other conference participants. 

 

4 SUMMARY OF 2015-2016 ACTIVITIES 
 

4.1 Impact 

During the reporting period, CIVINET UKI membership increased from 16 to 19 

members. The Network expanded its membership offer by successfully trialling new 

benefits – including a site visit in the AGM, a webinar, training / written guidance on 

accessing EU funds and issuing the Network information leaflet in Welsh. Towards 

the end of 2015 CIVINET began enhancing its use of social media. 

CIVINET UKI has continued to engage with and bring together a range of 

stakeholders interested in sustainable transport working for different types of 

organisations and across different policy areas. A good example of this was the “On 

the Move” event which attracted 60 delegates from local and national government, 

public services, health, tourism, academia, and the private and voluntary sectors. 

The Network continued to make progress in extending its influence beyond England. 

“On the Move” was held in Belfast and a large proportion of the delegates came from 

Ireland. The host, Belfast City Council, rejoined CIVINET UKI in spring 2015. 

CIVINET UKI has cultivated a good working relationship with Transport Scotland, an 

observer on the Management Committee.  Transport Scotland hosted training in 

Edinburgh, which was exclusively attended by and tailored for Scottish organisations. 

It also remains important to maintain CIVINET UKI presence in England. This was 

achieved by holding two events and participating in three external events nationally. 
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4.2 Challenge 

Although CIVINET UKI membership grew over 2015-16, recruiting new members and 

engaging politicians are ongoing challenges. This is despite offering a 10 percent 

discount on membership to members who introduce another organisation to 

subscribe to the Network and targeting CIVITAS demonstration cities / Forum 

members based in the UK and Ireland but which are not currently members of 

CIVINET UKI. Financial pressures on local authorities and competition from similar 

networks are factors.  

Further EU funding will be crucial for CIVINET UKI to continue beyond August 2016. 

The current and projected level of income from subscriptions and events will be 

insufficient by itself to operate an appropriate range of member activities. The EU is 

currently being lobbied about provision of further funding. 

 

5 NEW ANNUAL ACTIVITY AND 

BUSINESS PLAN 
 

Annual Activity and Business Plans were prepared for 2015 and 2016, based on 

templates provided via the CAPITAL project. These were both approved by the 

Management Committee. 


