
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About CIVITAS 
What is CIVITAS? 

The CIVITAS Initiative is one of the flagship programmes helping to achieve the European 

Commission’s ambitious mobility and transport goals. Through a range of research, 

support and Living Lab projects, CIVITAS offers practitioners opportunities to develop, 

test, and roll-out innovative sustainable and smart urban mobility measures alongside a 

community of peer cities and experts. 

The urgency of such solutions is clear. Over 60% of EU citizens live in urban areas, and 

cities feel the effects of transport-produced greenhouse gas emissions – which account 

for a quarter of the EU’s total emissions – most severely. 

Funded by the European Commission, CIVITAS is supporting cities across Europe and 

beyond to make smart and sustainable urban mobility a reality for all. 

 

What does CIVITAS do? 

First launched in 2002, the CIVITAS Initiative has tested and implemented measures and 

urban transport solutions as part of ‘Living Lab’ projects in more than 80 cities Europe-

wide, with the knowledge garnered through these experiences being complemented by 

CIVITAS research projects that explore different ways of building a more sustainable 

transport system in Europe.  

In addition to its projects, CIVITAS acts as a network of cities, for cities, which is dedicated 

to cleaner, better transport in Europe and beyond. Through peer exchange and 

networking opportunities, CIVITAS fosters political commitment, local ambition, the 

development of new marketable solutions, and offers funding opportunities. 
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The projects 

CIVITAS projects span three types, which systematically feed into and complement each 

other: 

1) Living Lab projects 

Through these projects, cities test and develop an integrated set of sustainable 

urban mobility measures, which work together to meet ambitious mobility goals. 

These measures are evaluated to demonstrate the extent of their potential and 

impacts. 

2) Research projects 

CIVITAS research projects establish new knowledge or explore the feasibility of a 

new or improved technology, product, process, service or solution. They use a 

variety of methods and engage interdisciplinary partners to discover new mobility 

innovation. 

3) Support projects 

Coordination and Support Actions (CSAs) support cross-project coordination, serve 

as exchange mechanisms and facilitate capacity building – whether for research or 

Living Lab projects, or focused on certain thematic areas. 

 

The thematic areas 

The work of CIVITAS and its projects are underpinned by ten core thematic areas, which 

span the whole urban mobility spectrum and planning cycle. 
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CIVITAS communities 

Policy Advisory Committee 

The Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) is a group of leading and dedicated elected 

politicians that act as an advisory group to the CIVITAS Initiative and its network of cities. 

It convenes regularly to share experiences and interact with DG MOVE. The main activities 

of the PAC members include: 

• Delivering policy recommendations; 

• Reinforcing the liaison between the DG MOVE and the CIVITAS network of cities, as 

well as the CIVINET national and regional networks; 

• Supporting DG MOVE in evaluating CIVITAS city applications to host the CIVITAS 

Forum conference, and providing input for its agenda; 

• Taking part in key CIVITAS activities such as study tours, peer reviews and policy 

support groups; 

• Ensuring and strengthening the involvement of local politicians from CIVITAS cities 

in the implementation of CIVITAS activities; 

• Advising and supporting the organisation of CIVITAS core activities. 

CIVITAS National Networks 

CIVINETs are a group of city networks that promote the CIVITAS approach at a local level, 

overcoming language and contextual barriers for local authorities and organisations 

interested in sustainable urban mobility. 

Members exchange information in their own languages, together engaging with the 

European Union and national governments on transport policy issues, legislation, and 

funding. Each CIVINET works independently, cooperating with other CIVINETs to share 

learning and experiences to other countries. 

CIVITAS member cities 

Cities that become CIVITAS members join a thriving community of over 300 local 

authorities committed to sustainable urban mobility. Membership is open to any city that 

wants to learn about measures that foster sustainable urban mobility and the best ways 

to integrate them at a local level. 

Member cities must be committed to introducing ambitious sustainable urban mobility 

policy in order to shift their modal split towards sustainable transport modes. This is done 

by having a local politician who has executive power, such as Councillor or (Vice) Mayor, 

sign the ‘CIVITAS Declaration’. In fact, signing the declaration is the one step needed to 

join this thriving community and access a variety of benefits, including: 

• International visibility by being showcased across CIVITAS channels, presenting 

at the flagship CIVITAS Forum, and featured in CIVITAS media article. 

• Access to a community of ideas via the network, which is an ideal environment 

to exchange knowledge, ideas and best practices with peers. 
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• Recognition of excellence, as only members can apply for the prestigious CIVITAS 

Awards. These annual prizes given by the European Commission recognise some 

of the most daring sustainable urban mobility work in Europe. 

• EU policy engagement by becoming a member of the CIVITAS Policy Advisory 

Committee, which directly interfaces with DG MOVE, providing a local perspective 

on EU mobility policy. 

 

Knowledge building 

Learning Centre 

CIVITAS’ online Learning Centre contains a large catalogue of capacity building 

opportunities that cover all aspects of sustainable mobility. This collection of eCourses, 

recorded webinars, and training events and courses is searchable to help you find the 

resource best suited to your needs. 

Fresh Brains 

Fresh Brains is the CIVITAS programme for students. Student perspectives are often fresh, 

unpredictable and sometimes more radical, making them the perfect addition for mobility 

organisations hungry for new ideas. Through the Fresh Brains programme, student 

activities are tailor-made, developed in response to a need expressed by sustainable 

mobility organisations. 

Fresh Brains activities provide mutual benefits to the hosting organisation and the 

student(s). These activities span four main types: Internships, Hackathons, Tactical 

Urbanism, and Urban Living Labs, and can last anywhere from 2 days to 3 months. 

Tool Inventory 

The CIVITAS Urban Mobility Tool Inventory is a searchable database of over 200 tools and 

methods to help local authorities make more informed decisions on the right planning 

tools to use in their local contexts. Resources span guidelines, software, manuals, mobile 

apps, games, and planning approaches, and are designed to support authorities across 

all steps of the urban mobility planning process from measure selection to 

implementation and evaluation. 

 

CONTACT US! 
secretariat@civitas.eu 

         @CIVITAS_EU 
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