
Discovering some of the places, 
faces and facts that have made the 
CIVITAS Initiative what it is today. 



"CIVITAS does not live within the laboratory. 
It thrives in the real world - in cities aspiring 
to make smart and sustainable urban 
mobility a reality for all!"

— FRED DOTTER

Coordinator, CIVITAS ELEVATE 



“Being in CIVITAS has made 

Bremen more liveable. Aside from 

the many measures, it established 

a crucial idea: the future cannot be 

built on individual car ownership. 

Realising this and freeing up street 

space is about political decision-

making more than technology –

the latter is not the sole solution.” 

— DR. MAIKE SCHAEFER

Mayor, Free Hanseatic City of Bremen



Developing, designing and 

implementing integrated 

urban mobility measures

has been at the core of the 50+ 

CIVITAS projects funded under 

the Initiative since 2002.



"CIVITAS has been the main support for Greek 
cities in the last 5 years, as they leap towards 
sustainable mobility and climate neutrality. With 
the establishment of the CIVINET Greece-Cyprus, 
local authorities have gained a powerful tool to 
address the climate and energy crisis of our time." 

— KOSMAS ANAGNOSTOPOULOS

Coordinator, CIVINET Greece Cyprus 



“The city’s involvement in EU-

funded mobility projects – and 

particularly those linked to 

CIVITAS – has been central in 

Graz becoming a forerunner in 

clean, smart and user-driven 

mobility.” 

— SIEGFRIED NAGL

Mayor (2003-2021), Graz



Young people are essential 

contributors to conversations 

about the future of sustainable 

mobility. For this reason, they 

were front and centre at the 

Urban Mobility Days 2022, with 

Youth Rapporteurs involved in 

all sessions.



"The CIVITAS Initiative has created a unique 
community of urban mobility practitioners. It is 
heartwarming to see how people from different 
corners of the continent connect to make life in 
our cities better by implementing tested and 
proven solutions. This is European R&I at its best.”

— IVO CRÉ 

Director Policy and Projects, POLIS Network 



“The SUMP developed in CIVITAS 

project DYN@MO is a driver to 

explore and identify new areas of 

interest to further develop 

sustainable mobility in Gdynia. It’s 

also a powerful tool for 

communication with interested 

parties.”

— ALICJA PAWŁOWSKA

Head of Sustainable Mobility Unit, 

Municipality of Gdynia



To recognise ambitious, 

innovative, and successful 

sustainable urban mobility 

solutions , CIVITAS has been 

awarding European cities for 

excellence in this field since 

2004.



“We support our CIVITAS National Network (CIVINET) by 
organising training events and by cooperating with the 
cities in our network. For example, in 2018, we 
supported the City of Olomouc in the development of 
its first Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan. We're now 
working to update that Plan.”

— ALENA KLÍMOVÁ

Research and Capacity-building, CIVINET Czech and Slovak Republics



"Working in CIVITAS projects has given 

Antwerp the opportunity to gather 

stakeholders around the table and 

further develop an effective, future-proof 

governance structure. Thanks to a 

strong evaluation framework, we can 

learn along the way and further improve 

our mobility measures. Also, working 

with so many cities that are dealing with 

similar challenges is truly inspiring." 

— MARIJKE DE ROECK 

Programme Manager, 'Smart ways to 

Antwerp'

City of Antwerp



"As a participating city in three 

CIVITAS projects, Bologna has 

benefitted from an exchange of 

experiences on topics that have 

ultimately shaped our approach to 

sustainable mobility - such as how 

we engage the local population, 

implement innovative solutions and 

effectively evaluate those solutions." 

— CLETO CARLINI

Director of Sustainable Mobility & 

Infrastructure, Municipality of Bologna



“Having been involved in the implementation of 
CIVITAS projects since 2008, it is impressive to witness 
the long-term impact of the CIVITAS Initiative, both in 
terms of on-the-ground changes, as well as how city 
authorities address the challenge of urban transport 
decarbonisation from a governance perspective.”

— MARCEL BRAUN

Senior Consultant, Rupprecht Consult



CIVITAS’ ability to support 

networking, cooperation and 

capacity-building is made 

possible through the 

commitment of the 340 local 

authorities in 43 countries 

who are CIVITAS members and 

signatories of the CIVITAS City 

Declaration.



“In Stockholm we walk the talk with 

measures like congestion charging, 

zero emission zones, public charging 

infrastucture and expansion of the 

metro. Cities can lead and act stronger 

together, and within CIVITAS we find 

the partnerships that make us all 

stronger in our work to transform 

Europe and combat climate change”

— ANNA HADENIUS

Director, Environment & Health 

Administration, City of Stockholm 



"The CIVITAS Policy Advisory Committee allows 
dedicated (vice-)mayors to share experiences on road 
safety, citizen participation and sustainable urban 
mobility planning. Through open dialogue we are able 
to bring our local experience to the Commission, in 
particular DG MOVE - thanks to CIVITAS!"

— ADELHEID BYTTEBIER

Vice-Mayor for Mobility, Municipality of Schaerbeek (Belgium)



“Funding for pilot schemes and 

innovative solutions to mobility 

challenges have given cities like 

Gothenburg the means to move 

forward, in a way that would have 

otherwise been impossible. I strongly 

believe that initiatives like CIVITAS are 

providing an effective way to share 

ideas, solutions and methods among 

European cities and countries."

— MICHELLE COLDREY

International Affairs and EU Project 

Manager, City of Gothenburg



"Projects, CIVINETs, Member Cities and 
more - there are so many facets to the CIVITAS 
Community, each bringing sustainable urban 
mobility to life. As CIVITAS Communications 
Managers, we have the pleasure to share those 
efforts with the world!" 

— LAURA SCHUBERT & ADRIENNE KOTLER

CIVITAS Communications Managers, ICLEI Europe



"The CIVITAS Community has provided enormous 
additional capacity and ambition to cities in 
search of mobility innovation. Having been involved in 
European transport for 45 years, for me, CIVITAS 
stands out as the flagship initiative."

— LAURIE PICKUP

International Director, SLR Consulting 

Hon. Professor of European Transport Policy, University of Aberdeen.


