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Umeå

Where? 

What?

• Among fastest growing cities in europe and part of the most
social progressive areas in europe (northern sweden) 

• European capital of culture 2014

Who?

• 120 000+ inhabitants

• 35 000+ studentsHow does one of Sweden’s fastest

growing cities face its challenges?



A living, exciting, safe and sustainable city 

attracts inhabitants, investors, entrepreneurs, 

labour, visitors and international market 

actors



A CITY WITH 
HIGH DENSITY 

–
A STRATEGY 
TOWARDS 
200 000 

INHABITANTS

A competitive public transport system 
requires a dense structure 

Building a city with
high urban qualities

A city with high accessability
without beeing traffic intensive 

Transparency, 
democrazy and 
equality
- Co creation process

The city as meeting 
place and driving 

force for strengthen 
identity

Invest in parks and 
public spaces

Linking neighborhoods
together and create
variety by mixed use



What is gender equality?

• Women and men shall have equal rights, possibilities and 
obligations within all aspects of life.

• Political and society

• Working life

• Social, family life

• Integrity of body



Overall goal for gender equality, 
Municipality of Umeå

Create conditions for women and 

men to have equal power to shape 

society and their own lives. 



European charter For Equality of Women and Men 
in local life



Gender planning

Concretize and visualize
gender equality approaches
taking form in the city – and 
what remains to be done…
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City planning and gender equality

A sustainable city can only be built together with those who will live in it. All 
planning should be permeated by openness, democracy and equality. We will 
develop the city and the public so that everyone, women and men, children, young 
people and people with disability, can participate on equal terms. That leads to a 
city for everyone.
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Women and men use public space in diffrent ways
and feel diffrent about public space because of

The 
gendered 

city

How they
spend their

free time

Gender based
violence

Mode of
transportation

Economy
Gender 

segregated 
labor market

Resposibility
for unpaid
housework

(viewed as) 
Primary or 
secondary
caregivers

Expectations



The gendered landscape bus tour



WOMENS HISTORY MUSEUM

The gendered landscape 



Gender mainstreaming
Building a new tunnel 



Travel habit survey 2015

• Travel diary, inhabitants of Umeå 
(gender seggregated statistics) 

• Goal for Umeå 2015; that 55 percent of all travels in the city 
are sustainable (bus, bike, walking) 

Results: 

• Men: 40 percent
Women: 56 percent

• If men travelled like women, the goal for the city would be 
reached!



”A place where I feel good” 
- photoproject with the SFI on city planning and participation 

Sfi - Swedish For 
Immigrants is an 
education for adult 
immigrants who wish to 
acquire basic skills in the 
Swedish language and 
about Swedish 
everyday-, society- and 
worklife.



Creating a space free
from expectations

• Inclusion through exclusion

• Girls between 15-20 years old

• Influence, dialogue and analysis

• Involvement from Umeå University

• Dialogue and Design



Public pre-schools

First one opened in 1966 

Women´s participation 
in the labor market

89 percent of children



Make visible Analyse Change   



Knowledge, courage, methods, spirit, normbreaking

Factors for success



Thank you! 

Linda Gustafsson 

Gender equality officer 

linda.gustafsson@umea.se


