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GUIDELINES
This document serves as the proposal form for speakers interested in contributing to one of the eight technical sessions of the CIVITAS Forum Conference. These sessions are detailed at the end of this document.
Submission and Evaluation procedure

Please send the completed form via email by June 1st, 2010 to: Forum.Contributions@civitas.eu.
The CIVITAS Programme Committee (which consists of the leading organisers together with the EC) will evaluate all proposal submissions. Selected speakers will be contacted by mid-June, when they will be invited to confirm their participation.  The calendar is therefore as follows:

	Deadline -  call for contributions
	1st June 

	Announcement - selected speakers
	14th June

	Deadline -  speakers to confirm 
	25th June 


Tips for a Successful Proposal
· Be sure to address the content of the technical session 

· Be clear and concise about your contribution, stick to the word limitation where appropriate
· Be ready to present the reasons for a measure’s success and its overall achievements
· Highlight the added-value of CIVITAS and its potential for transferability
· If you feel you can make a valid contribution to more than one technical session, please feel free to duplicate Part II below as many times as necessary. In this case, please indicate your preferences, in case you have strong interest in one particular session over another.
PROPOSAL FORM
	PART I. Your Contact Details

	Name:
	

	Job title:
	

	Organisation:
	

	Address:
	

	Email:
	

	Telephone:
	

	Fax:
	

	CIVITAS project 
(if appropriate):
	


	CIVITAS Status:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   CIVITAS Plus                    FORMCHECKBOX 
   CIVITAS II         FORMCHECKBOX 
   CIVITAS I

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   CIVITAS Forum Member    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Non-CIVITAS personality*


*No formal involvement in CIVITAS

	PART II. Your Contribution* 

	Technical session ID:
	

	Title presentation:
	

	Abstract:
	Max. 150 words



	Innovative approach:
	Max. 5 bullet points / 50 words


	Success Factors:
	Max. 5 bullet points / 50 words



Please duplicate this form as many times as necessary, making clear your preferred session
TECHNICAL SESSIONS

The eight Technical Sessions will broadly take the eight categories of CIVITAS that have structured the programme to date as their starting point and will identify leading innovations in these fields. Following an introduction on the category by the moderator, speakers from each phase of the CIVITAS Initiative will present examples (via ppt) of specific measures' success. Related contributions from those not involved in CIVITAS will also be shared, with the overall aim being to exchange good practice, successful business models and proven technologies. During the course of 90 minutes, emerging challenges within the discipline will also be mapped, with the moderator inviting the 80 or so participants to help answer a handful of pertinent questions that will also invite suggestions for upscaling and exploitation (see the session descriptions below for further details). Conclusions of all sessions will be captured and in a single powerpoint slide, that will be fed into the final plenary session.

Technical Session 1: Sparking the Market: Challenges to Bringing Alternative Fuels and Clean Vehicles to the Masses 

CIVITAS encourages the greater use of vehicles that run on alternative fuels, such as biogas, because of their low contributions to local air pollution and global greenhouse gas emissions. This session will focus on: 

· Challenges in terms of infrastructure to support alternative vehicle use; 

· The prospects for technological breakthroughs to make them more practical and environmentally friendly; and 

· Recommendations for strategies that cities can take to stimulate the market for alternative fuels and clean vehicles (e.g. clean and joint public procurement). 

Technical Session 2: Hands-Free Transport: Improving Access to and Connecting Public Transport Modes 

In order to achieve a shift away from “monomodal” private-car transport, it is necessary to improve access to public transport and the connections between different modes of transport. This can be achieved through synchronisation of network timetables; construction of multimodal interchanges; integration of ticketing schemes; and improved cooperation between authorities and operators. This session will examine: 

· Possible achievements in terms of modal shift from private car use; 

· Challenges for public administrations in fostering cooperation necessary for intermodality; and

· Innovative efforts and enhancements of intermodal passenger transport that can be scaled up and replicated.

Technical Session 3: Demand-management strategies: Using Incentives and Disincentives to Achieve more Sustainable Urban Transport

Urban passenger transport can be made faster and more efficient through the creation of economic (dis)incentives, regulatory measures (including zoning and spatial planning), and tele-services. This session will explore: 

· Challenges in using parking tariff systems as a demand-management tool; 

· The use of reduced-speed zones to discourage and/or calm motor traffic; and

· Useful innovations in the field of road-user charging that might be scaled up or replicated in other cities.

Technical Session 4: The Power of Persuasion: Communications and Planning Measures to Enhance Sustainable Transport

Cities can bring about more efficient urban transport by influencing travel behaviour and modal choice through mobility-management plans, marketing, communication, education and information campaigns. This session will look at soft measures to enhance sustainable transport, including sustainable urban mobility plans, a priority activity in the EC’s Action Plan for Urban Mobility. The session will look into: 

· Innovative communications strategies that can be recommended to other cities;

· The role the private sector and citizens can play in the development and implementation of sustainable urban mobility plans; and 

· Recommendations in terms of training and capacity building for cities to embark on a sustainable urban mobility plan.  

Technical Session 5: Safety First: Technologies and Strategies to Enhance the Safety and Security of Sustainable Urban Transport 

This session looks at ways to enhance the safety of users of different modes of transport, and also at security issues connected to public transport. Authorities and public transport operators can address these concerns through infrastructure improvements, surveillance systems, deployment of security personnel and communications efforts among others. This session will explore such issues as: 

· Challenges in reducing crime on public transport and maintaining system attractiveness; and 

· Strategies to enhance road safety for cyclists and pedestrians;

· Cost-effective ways to security problems that can be scaled up or replicated elsewhere. 

Technical Session 6: Promoting Lifestyles that are Less Dependent on Private Transportation 

This session looks at innovations that help city dwellers reduce their reliance on private cars. These solutions can include mobility services based upon clean and energy-efficient vehicle fleets; car-free housing; sustainable leisure and recreation; shared use/ownership of cars; and motorised two-wheelers and bicycles. The key advantages of such approaches are the public benefits of cleaner air and safer streets and personal benefits of incidental exercise. Focus topics will include:

· Successes and achievements in realising less car-intensive lifestyles; 

· Challenges in promoting lifestyle alternatives such as car-pooling/sharing schemes and active travel to children and the elderly; and 

· Recommendations for increasing the adoption of such innovations within transportation planning. 

Technical Session 7: Efficient Freight Logistics and New Concepts for Goods Distribution 

Freight transport is a significant contributor to local air pollution as well as traffic congestion. However, the circulation of goods around the city is essential to the vitality of the economy and the population. This session will discuss: 

· Challenges in implementing time, zone and vehicle class restrictions; 

· Innovative ideas for reducing emissions from freight vehicles, including the deployment of trucks running on electricity and on alternative fuels; and 

· Recommendations for ways that cities can encourage better efficiency in goods delivery in order to reduce the number of freight trips. 

Technical Session 8: The Well-Informed Traveller: Information and Communications Technologies to Aid Travel Decisions 
Intelligent transport systems (ITS) can make transport services more efficient, more predictable, and easier to use – giving it a valuable selling point in a European market where most urban travelers choose the car. ITS systems enable travelers to get up-to-the-moment information on vehicle arrival times, allowing them to make rational route selection. Travellers with mobile devices can access system data to plan connections and get tourism information and cyclists can plot safe routes with online travel planners. For public transport operators, ITS is a tool to track vehicle location to ensure schedule adherence and enhanced security. This session will look into: 

· The state-of-the-art in public transport telematics and the benefits of such systems in terms of efficiency gains in the system; 

· Challenges in implementing ITS systems; and 

· Impacts on customer satisfaction with ITS services and recommendations for upscaling or replication.
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