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The Baby Boomer Generation 

ñProviding for the ongoing safe 
mobility of ageing baby 
boomers will require active 
planning and a rethinking of 
strategies, policies and 
provision of services in order to 
support their continued health 
and wellbeing into and beyond 
retirement éò 

 

OECD 2001 
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Demographic Trends 

 

 

ÅToday almost 10% of people in 

the world are over 60 years old; 

Å By 2050 the figure will be higher 

than 20%. 
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The Old Age Dependency Ratio 

ÅAs the number of older people 

rises, the birth rate is falling; 

ÅSo there will be fewer working age 

people to sustain an ageing 

population without mobility. 

ÅThis will lead to: 

Å A shortfall in taxation income to pay 

for essential services; 

ÅAn increased demand for services 

such as healthcare. 
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What do we know about todayôs older 

people? 

ÅMany older people remain 

fit and active into old age; 

ÅThey often have high 

disposable incomes; 

ÅThey continue to travel 

regularly both locally and 

longer distance. 
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Butéé 
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There is a 
strong link 

between age 
and disability 

2/3 of disabled 
people are 

elderly. Over 
half of those 

over 75 have a 
disability 

Many have stiff 
joints, reduced 

sight and 
hearing 
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And é. 
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Dementia and related neurological 
conditions affect 10% of people aged 65+ 

Around 50% of people over 80 have some 
form of cognitive impairment ranging from 

mild to severe dementia 



Understanding needs 
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What about the next generation? 
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The next 
generation 
of older 
people will 
expect to 
keep 
travelling; 

They are 
unlikely to 
accept 
limitations as a 
consequence 
of ageing; 

They will 
demand 
accessible 
and 
affordable 
travel as a 
right. 
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Why is mobility important? 

Getting around means 
social interaction and 

independence 

There is a close link 
between loss of 

mobility and physical 
and mental decline 

There are impacts on 
the quality of health 

care and the nutritional 
value of food. 
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Can I get there? 

ÅMany older people donôt use 
public transport because they 
canôt get to it; 

ÅEven if public transport is within 
walking distance there are often 
no useable pavements or safe 
crossing points; 

ÅGradient, pavement surface 
and weather condition all affect 
walking ability. 
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www.pedbikeimages.org/Dan Burden 
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Slips and Trips 

ÅOlder people walk more (30-

40% of travelling time is spent 

on walking); 

ÅOlder pedestrians are at 

greater risk than any other 

age group; 

ÅThis risk is not reflected in 

road accident statistics; 

ÅBut the cost to society is high. 
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ñPedestrian Friendlyò? 

ÅñPedestrian friendlyò 
initiatives can mean: 

ÅLong walking distances 

from car parks or public 

transport stops; 

ÅLack of resting places; 

ÅFrightening mix of 

vehicles and 

pedestrians. 
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ñYou canôt miss itò é.. 

ÅPedestrianised areas 

can mean: 

ÅLoss of familiar 

landmarks 

ÅPoor or confusing 

signing 

ÅLack of information 

on distances to 

toilets, bus stops  

etc. 
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