Stimulating take-up of clean vehicles through an innovative parking policy
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Utrecht wants to lower emissions and levels of air pollution in the city. A new parking policy aims to stimulate a conversion to less polluting vehicles.

Implementing sustainable mobility


Utrecht aims to develop a new parking policy that differentiates between vehicles according to their environmental characteristics and offers benefits to vehicles running on natural gas, electricity, alcohol or hydrogen.

The main objectives of the measure are to:

· Decrease the negative impact of pollutant emissions from vehicles on urban air quality; and

· Stimulate the purchase and use of less polluting vehicles.

Many urban areas in the Netherlands do not meet European air quality standards. Utrecht is also struggling with this problem. Standards for fine dust and nitrogen dioxide are exceeded, while the city is growing and traffic is continuously increasing. The municipality developed an Air Quality Action Plan to approach the problem in an integral manner. The development of a differentiated parking policy that rewards drivers of less polluting vehicles is part of this plan.

Currently, parking tariffs in Utrecht are based on parking duration, period and location. The same parking fees apply to the most polluting and most environmentally friendly vehicles. A differentiation of parking tariffs based on environmental impact requires an amendment of municipal and national legislation.

How is the measure progressing

To be able to differentiate the parking tariffs in this way, a new national and municipal legislation was needed. Utrecht was one of the partners in a national pilot regarding this tariff differentiation but the former deputy mayor for Traffic and Transport had doubts concerning the effectiveness of the measure. Therefore Utrecht decided to stop joining the pilot. After the local elections in spring 2010, the new Deputy Mayor of Utrecht decided to pursue this measure. The national Ministry agreed and granted Utrecht permission to again join the pilot. 

However, the pilot still awaited formal approval by the (new) national government and senate. October 2010 saw a change in national government and in the political "colour" of the responsible Minister. Because of this, it became highly unlikely that the proposed national law that was required to start the pilot would be accepted. The Minister doubted that the law would have significant effect on air quality in cities and was very hesitant with regard to the privacy issues related to enforcement of the law. On the 18th of November 2011 the national government decided to not go ahead with the experimental legislation. Due to this decision the pilot was no longer possible and the measure was stopped.

Despite the withdrawal of the measure, a process evaluation was conducted and enabled to identify the barriers and drivers encountered. The main barrier was political based on an assumed lack of technical efficiency as well as an assumed social undesirable consequence resulting in a legislative barrier, which eventually resulted in the abandonment of the experimental law. On the other hand, politics were also a driver for this measure. After an initial abandon at local level, following the municipal elections that took place in March 2010, the new deputy mayor, also responsible for mobility and transport declared to be in favour of the measure (political driver). The city requested again permission from the ministry of environment (who coordinated the pilot for various Dutch cities with air quality problems) to join again the envisaged pilot project on tariff differentiation based on environmental characteristics. The former environmental Minister agreed by then that the city of Utrecht could join again. The following general elections, resulting in a change of national government, made that the readily pilot awaited formal approval by the new national government and senate.
What are the expected results of the measure

Differentiated parking tariffs based on environmental performance is clearly a political sensitive measure. In case a city decides to implement such a measure, it needs a strong, persistent political and legislative frame. 

Despite its apparent failure, the measure was important because it kept this vital subject on the political and societal agenda. Those in favour of this measure hope that it will have its chance again in the future. 
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RELATED INFORMATION
Find related information on transport web portals using the CIVITAS MIMOSA search engine. 

