
1

Public-private cooperation within the Dynamic 
Parking Guidance System Project in Palma de 
Mallorca, Balearic Islands (Spain)

COVER STORY 

Cities generally develop and 
manage their own mobility 
projects independently, 
without the support of the 
private sector. The Dynamic 
Parking Guidance System 
in Palma is different as it 
combines the best of both 
worlds, representing a 
particularly good example 
of best practice funded by 
both private and public 
parking operators.

Palma, the capital of Mallorca 
Island, boasts 400,000 inhabitants 
and receives around 9.5 million 
visitors per year, mostly during 
the summer season. While this 
massive influx of visitors remains 
mainly on other parts of the island, 
many visitors travel by car to the 
capital, drawn by its old town and 
gothic Cathedral among other 
attractions. This causes particular 
problems on hazier summer days 
when tourists head to Palma 
instead of going to the beach, 
creating enormous congestion on 
access routes to major car parks. 
In order to address recurrent traffic 
congestion, CIVITAS DYN@MO 
planned to co-finance six dynamic 
road signs that indicate in real time 
the number of free parking places 
in car parks around the city. This 
allows drivers to better decide 
which of the seven car parks of the 
Palma Public Parking Company 
(SMAP) they wish to use. 

Both the SMAP and the City 
Council’s Mobility Department 
decided that a mobility project like 

this must not overlook other public 
car parks in Palma managed by 
private operators. In response 
they planned a comprehensive 
city project that takes all car parks 
into account. To this effect, the 
private operators were invited 
to participate, and seven of 
these – representing a total of 
2,964 parking spaces – took 
up the opportunity to integrate 
a dynamic guidance system for 
their car parks. They understood 
that highlighting their location on 
Palma’s roads as the SMAP did 
would give them a competitive 
advantage, rendering the co-
financing proposition worthwhile. 
In addition, the private operators 
took on only a limited amount of 
risk because the installation of the 
panels and development of the 
technology were managed by the 
City and by a public company.

As a result of this ambitious 
initiative, the consortium signed an 
agreement leading to an expansion 
of the initial project from 6 panels 
to 18 dynamic panels and 44 
complementary static signs. This 
guides drivers to 14 car parks 
offering a total of 5,402 parking 
places. In addition, the initiative 
helped defined how to jointly 
spread the message, integrating 
private car parks in the Mobipalma 
mobile application (another 
CIVITAS DYN@MO measure). The 
signed agreement listed the cost 
of the project at almost 411,000 
euros. The public company SMAP 
covered 47.4% of the amount, and 
the private operators covered the 
rest. This public-private partnership 
will no doubt contribute positively 
to encouraging sustainable 
urban transport in the city and to 
minimising pollution.

 COVER STORY 
Public-private cooperation within 
the Dynamic Parking Guidance 
System Project in Palma de 
Mallorca, Balearic Islands (Spain)  1

 NEW TOOLS FOR CITIES 
Sustainable Urban Mobility 
Indicators: EU cities are 
encouraged to make use of the 
WBCSD tool recently released 2

 POLICY NEWS 
CIVITAS WIKI Policy Note ‘Cities 
towards Mobility 2.0: connect, 
share and go!’ 3

 CITY NEWS 
Walking makes a difference!  
‘I am a climate hero’ project 
teaches mobility at Stuttgart’s 
primary schools 4

 CIVITAS E-LEARNING  
CIVITAS E-courses expanded to 
include new topics  4

 NEW CIVITAS PROJECTS 
New generation of CIVITAS 
H2020 projects kicks off: Showing 
new paths for urban mobility  5

 NEW CITY PROFILE  
Welcome Joinville!  5

 CIVITAS OPPORTUNITIES  
CIVITAS Brokerage Event: Present 
your project idea and look for 
partners!   6

 FACTS & FIGURES  
Management measures in CIVITAS 
Plus cities (2008–2012)  6

 CIVINET NEWS  7-8

 EU NEWS  
Is your city becoming green? 8

1

MOVE
26 | July 2016The CIVITAS Initiative Quarterly Newsletter

CIVITAS ONLINE  
www.civitas.eu is your portal to the 
CIVITAS Initiative. Visit the CIVITAS 
website to learn more about the CIVITAS 
Forum City Network, the ambitious 
policies and innovative measures many 
of its members have implemented, and 
how you can learn more about these at 
the annual CIVITAS Forum Conference.
With regularly updated news and events 
sections, the site is your one stop shop for 
sustainable urban mobility!

Simply go to our website  
http://www.civitas.eu



On 12 April 2016 the Head of Cabinet of 
European Commissioner for Transport Violeta 
Bulc announced that the Commission is 
endorsing the urban mobility indicators tool 
developed by WBCSD, the World Business 
Council for Sustainable Development. Bulc 
said ‘We have been willing to identify a set of 
suitable sustainable and smart urban mobility 
indicators ever since the Transport White 
Paper. In reviewing the set of WBCSD, we 
concluded that it is very thorough and covers 
the key EU urban mobility policy objectives. 
We encourage cities to make use of it, both 
to assess their current situation and to monitor 
the results of their urban mobility strategy and 
measures. This new tool allows performing 
useful analysis and make fact-based decisions, 
which will help achieve the objectives set forth 
by the Paris Climate Conference and make 
cities nicer and healthier places to live’.

The tool is made up of 19 indicators broken 
down in in 109 parameters for which 
cities need to collect and report data. In 
developing the indicators, WBCSD worked 
with the University of Ghent, the International 
Transport Forum, and the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development. 
It applied the tool to six cities worldwide 
– including Hamburg and Lisbon in Europe 
– in order to refine and validate it. The 
indicators combine quantitative data from 
meter readings, measurements, GIS data 
and calculations with qualitative data 
from surveys. The tool provides a visual 
representation on a spider web of the values 
of the 19 indicators for a city, enabling it to 
easily diagnose its mobility situation. The tool 
is expected to have future updates, based on 
gathered experience and feedback and in-
market evolutions.

NEW TOOLS FOR CITIES  

Sustainable Urban Mobility Indicators: EU cities are 
encouraged to make use of the WBCSD tool recently released

The tool is currently available in paper version at  
ht tp://wbcsdpublications.org/project/
smp2-0-sustainable-mobility-indicators-2nd-
edition/ and an on-line calculation module 
will be available as of this summer.

The European Commission will strive 
to support cities in their use of the tool, 
including possibly with technical support.

For the WBCSD, the tool is part of a bigger 
project called Sustainable Urban Mobility 
2.0, also providing a database of suitable 
urban mobility solutions and links to the 
urban mobility plan development process. 
More info can be viewed at www.wbcsd.
org/mobility.aspx  
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CIVITAS WIKI Policy Note ‘Cities towards Mobility 2.0: 
connect, share and go!’ 

POLICY NEWS 

In recent years, shared-mobility services 
have had an increasing impact on ur-
ban mobility in many countries around 
the world. With this policy note, CIVITAS 
WIKI intends to provide cities with a com-
prehensive overview on shared-mobility 
concepts and practices. It also aims to of-
fer guidance to decision makers, policy 
makers and urban mobility profession-
als in identifying opportunities and chal-
lenges of shared mobility for their cities. 

The concept of ‘sharing’ is shaking up the 
global economy. This revolution has an effect on 
all economic sectors, and mobility without any 
doubt represents one of the sectors facing the 
greatest and most revolutionary changes. The 
new mobility paradigm has relevant impacts 
on cities and their mobility planning strategies 

and plans, seeking to address several questions. 
How can cities best manage the emergence of 
these new shared-mobility services? How can 
the relationship between private and public 
interests best be managed? What benefits and 
opportunities can be identified and exploited 
at city level? What challenges and potential 
negative impacts need to be taken into account?

Shared-mobility services have developed in 
many forms: some of them are already tried and 
tested, while others are relatively new and have 
yet to achieve their full potential. They range from 
the more traditional car sharing, ride sharing 
and bike sharing services to more innovative 
solutions of ride sourcing services and car park 
sharing. Also, novel shared-mobility services are 
becoming increasingly available for goods and 
urban freight deliveries. 

Public authorities need to be aware of the 
changes in the mobility paradigm in order to 
better steer their political decisions towards 
achieving sustainable urban mobility. There 
are some actions that political authorities 
should consider, such as providing physical 
and virtual spaces and infrastructures for 
these new services. Authorities also need to 
manage their role in the whole urban mobility 
system to fully exploit possible synergies 
with other transport modes (especially with 
public transport), and set clear rules for 
private operators to ensure a fully efficient 
and sustainable transport system for residents 
and users.

To learn more, download the CIVITAS Policy 
Note at http://www.civitas.eu/content/civitas-
policy-notes

Cities towards mobility 2.0:
connect, share and go!

For more information, please download the
“Cities towards mobility 2.0: connect, share and go!”

CIVITAS publication from www.civitas.eu

10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10%
10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10%

10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10%
10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10%

10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10%
8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 

8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8
8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 

8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 
8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 

The sharing economy

Background

Mobility as a Service

Most likely impacts for cities

The sharing economy sectors
could generate globally up to

€ 300 million
in revenues by 2025 

From... Toward...

In major cities across North America, Europe and Asia, shared
mobility companies handle ~10% of public passenger transportation

According to a survey conducted in the U.S. in 2015, 8% of all
adults have participated in some form of mobility sharing

Car sharing

Bike sharing

Ride sharingRide sourcing

Park share

Shared freight mobility

Car sharing gives individuals access
to the mobility benefits of a car without
requiring them to own one

Bike sharing programs rent
bikes to members who pay
membership and usage fees

Private parks shared through
online platforms thanks to

smart communications

From own-based to a collaborative/
shared logistics. From traditional

deliveries to crowd-sourced delivery

Sharing a ride is a way for people
without cars - or those simply looking
to save on fuel cost or share companionship
on the ride to work - to get where they are going

Ride sourcing is a service that
allows passengers to connect with and

pay drivers who use their personal vehicles
for trips facilitated through a mobile application

Environmental

Social

Economic Start Public Private Partnership

Adopt clear regulations

{

Germany 700,000 users
Italy 130,000 users

UK and France 16,000 users

Car pooling can save drivers
who live 20 km from their

place of work €1,500 a year

Sharing a parking space
allows drivers to save

money up to 70%

1.000 bike sharing
systems worldwide

2/3 of drivers
have another job

Thanks to an urban consolidation centre: 
57% reduction in vehicle trips
69% less kilometres travelled

72% reduction in empty vehicle running

Congestion can
cost as much as

2% to 4%
of national GDP

EU travel passenger distance
is expected to grow up to
+50% by 2050

are an underused asset
are generally used for less than 1h/day
displays low levels of occupancy

Passenger travel distance
is expected to double by 2050

(over 70 trillion km per year)

Per capita commuting delay
is expected to double by 2050
(100 hours per year)

seamless and door-to-door combination of all transportation modes
the boundaries between different transport modes are dissolved
customer-centred experience improving the efficiency of the system

{

Car ownership, congestion, per-km emissions
Waste and resource, travelled km

Accessibility for low-income people and
low-density areas
Rates and severity of road accidents

Investments in PT
Opportunity to choose a convenient operator
Cost to align infrastructure, ticketing, information

Adopt a planning vision & make space for
new mobility services

Manage public transport

Acquire and share transport data

NEW CONSUMPTION CULTURE

DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS (1-PERSON HOUSEHOLDS/ELDERLIES)SCARCITY OF RESOURCES

DIGITALIZATION PROCESS/PERMANENT CONNECTIVITY

IN-VEHICLE CONNECTIVITY AUTONOMOUS DRIVING CARSELECTRIFICATION

The new paradigm of mobility 2.0 – Actual trends 

The new paradigm of mobility 2.0 – The future The role of public authorities

Individual car ownership as dominant form of
transport

Limited consumer choice and few service levels

Government-funded public transport Public and private transport operate in parallel

Unconnected, suboptimal, transportation
systems

On-demand, connected systems that use data
to unlock efficiencies

More consumer choice and many service levels

Individual car ownership part of multimodal,
on-demand, and shared transport
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CITY NEWS 

CIVITAS E-LEARNING 

Walking makes a difference! ‘I am a climate hero’ 
project teaches mobility at Stuttgart’s primary schools

CIVITAS E-courses expanded to include new topics
The CIVITAS suite of online courses now 
includes 10 different topics, offering 
foundational information to users in a concise 
and interactive format. There are three courses 
on CIVITAS ‘essentials’ or broad themes, 
which include public involvement, sustainable 
urban mobility plans, and traffic and mobility 
fundamentals.

Seven courses take a closer look at thematic 
areas and include different topics such as 
cycling in urban areas, bike sharing, intelligent 
traffic management, mobility management, 
and sustainable freight. The courses comprise 
several blocks, each of which concludes with 
a small test. A final test enables participants to 
reflect on their new knowledge.

The CIVITAS e-courses will be expanded 
throughout the summer. Forthcoming courses 
will include topics such as shared mobility 
and intermodality. Interested parties can stay 
up to date with the latest e-courses through the 
CIVITAS Learning Centre.

In October and November of last year, 332 
primary school children from 4 schools took 
part in the ‘I am a climate hero’ project in 
Stuttgart, Germany.

As many as 15 primary school classes attended 
the mobility training, with the CIVITAS activity 
fund covering the cost of 10 of these classes. 
The project was led by Regina Lüdert of the 
Environmental Protection Office, Stuttgart, and 
developed by Stephanie Esch of the Raumstadt 
Architektur agency.

During the course of three double lessons, the 
school children participated in experiments 
and educational games to learn what climate 
change means, as well as how we can 

protect the climate and the environment in our 
everyday lives. The children also collected 
‘walking points’ by completing journeys on 
foot instead of by car. The aim was to reduce 
traffic in the area around the school and 
increase awareness of environmental issues 
among the children.

Parents also got involved in the campaign 
through a family contract. The contract 
stipulated climate protection measures 
which the family could implement in their 
everyday lives.

A comparison of all four primary schools in 
terms of environmentally-friendly journeys to 
school at the project onset and project end 

showed that all participating primary schools 
were able to increase their environmentally 
friendly journeys to school (on foot or by bike, 
bus and train) by an average of 5%.

The children were very enthusiastic about the 
project. After some initial scepticism, the parents 
were also happy to support their children in 
their endeavours and seek out ways of helping 
to protect the climate as a family. Many cheers 
were heard when the children were awarded 
a certificate with their total number of points 
and a T-shirt with the words ‘I am a climate 
hero’. Each child can now feel like a genuine 
climate expert because they know much more 
about protecting the climate and can contribute 
to these cause in the future as well.
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NEW CIVITAS PROJECTS 

NEW CITY PROFILES 

New generation of CIVITAS H2020 projects kicks off: 
Showing new paths for urban mobility

Welcome Joinville!

The coming fall will see the launch of 
five new-generation CIVITAS projects. 
Three demonstration projects CIVITAS 
ECCENTRIC, CIVITAS PORTIS and CIVITAS 
DESTINATIONS will test a variety of in-
novative transport measures and tech-
nologies designed to answer specific 
mobility challenges faced by suburban 
areas, ports, and tourism destinations. 
In addition, two knowledge-generating 
projects, PROSPERITY and SUMPs-Up 
will enhance planning and implemen-
tation capabilities of local authorities. 

CIVITAS ECCENTRIC demonstrates the potential 
of integrated and inclusive urban planning and 
sustainable mobility measures. The focus is on 
suburban districts and new real estate devel-
opments, as well as on clean urban freight lo-
gistics.  Madrid, Munich, Ruse, Stockholm and 
Turku will engage local administrations, public 
transport operators, professionals and citizens 
in a wide range of measures. These will con-
tribute to safer walking and cycling, efficient 
and clean public transport solutions, flexible 
and dynamic parking, mobility as a service for 
all, and promotion and uptake of clean vehi-
cles. Development of implementation plans for 
these measures, along with study visits and ca-

pacity building workshops, will enable a group  
of 20 observer cities to replicate the success-
fully implemented measures within the project’s 
lifetime.

In CIVITAS PORTIS the five European port cities of 
Antwerp, Aberdeen, Constanta, Klaipeda, and 
Trieste, along with the Chinese city-port of Ning-
bo, will demonstrate and evaluate sets of sustain-
able mobility measures to address the problems of 
port cities. CIVITAS PORTIS will focus on the func-
tional and social cohesion between city centres 
and their ports through new mobility governance, 
new mobility lifestyles, efficient and cleaner mobil-
ity, and seamless and more efficient freight move-
ments. Four webinars, three training sessions and 
two workshops will support wider replication of 
the tested measures. 

CIVITAS DESTINATIONS aims to support small tour-
ism destinations in order to provide quality urban 
transport services throughout the year, including 
peak seasons. The six demonstration sites – Fun-
chal, Las Palmas, Portoferraio, Rethymnon, Limas-
sol and Valetta – will test regional integration of 
tourism and mobility strategies, development of 
innovative mobility solutions for residents and 
tourists, and development of shared solutions. 
The demonstration sites and other participating 

cities will profit from cross-fertilisation and repli-
cation activities such as a knowledge exchange, 
best-practice transfer jam, multiplier platform, tech-
nical workshops and site visits. 

CIVITAS PROSPERITY focuses on the development 
and improvement of Sustainable Urban Mobility 
Plans (SUMPs) on a national level. Six interna-
tional peer-to-peer SUMP exchange meetings 
between ministries or agencies, as well as 40 na-
tional meetings between ministries and cities will 
accompany the development process. This will 
be complemented by 10 country-specific training 
programmes reaching out to 350 representatives 
from 200 cities, contributing significantly to the 
capacity building of local authorities.  

CIVITAS SUMPs-Up will review, strengthen and 
integrate existing SUMP resources, designing 
a support system to assist cities in developing 
high quality SUMPs. The project will support the 
development of 100 SUMPs, reaching out to 
600 cities and engaging about 80% of EU cit-
ies above 50,000 inhabitants. A special feature 
within the project is the SUMPs-Up Innovation 
Pilot Pool, an innovative mechanism identifying 
and validating the most effective concepts, ap-
proaches and methodologies in SUMP practice 
for different types of cities.

The city of Joinville in Brazil has an area of around 1,126 km2, 
of which 210 km2 are urban space. The city is the biggest in 
the State of Santa Catarina and the third most populated in 
Southern Brazil with over 562,000 inhabitants. Due to a large 
amount of federal tax incentives for car ownership, Joinville has 
one of the largest car fleets in the country. While these policies 
have helped increase its revenues, they encouraged inhabitants 
to migrate from cycling and public transport to private vehicles.  
In March 2015 the Mayor and the former Minister of Cities launched 
Joinville’s Urban Mobility Plan. A bold plan was developed to 
readapt the city’s modal split, especially since Joinville is known 
also as ‘The City of Bicycles’ and considered by the Ministry of 
Cities as a national reference in this sense. The main goal is to 
make people more active in its commuting (in March 2016 the 
Active Transportation Plan was introduced) and be more amiable 
to the use of public transport.
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PARKING MANAGEMENT/
PRICING

ACCESS MANAGEMENT
AND ROAD PRICING

MEASURES

P
WALKING AND CYCLING

ENHANCEMENT/SERVICES

28% 57% 15%

Facts Figures&
CIVITAS Plus

demand management strategies measures

www.civitas.eu

MONZA
Extension of bicycle route by 800
meters and creation of 2 new cycling
connections

+96% in cyclists number according to
census data (from 2010 to 2012)

IASI
10 km of cycling tracks supported
by a promotional campaign

-19%  in the number of people
considering Iasi a dangerous place
to cycle (from 2009 to 2012)

DONOSTIA-SAN SEBASTIAN
A new vertical transport lift
introduced in the existing public
vertical transport system

+57% in daily users
(from 2011 to 2012)

FUNCHAL
A restricted traffic zone controlled
remotely to recognize authorized
vehicles

-56% in car entrances

BOLOGNA
A road pricing policy based on
an IT system scanning license plates
to recognize registered and
authorized vehicles

-69% in vehicle access to the semi-
pedestrian area (period 2006-2012) 

VITORIA GASTEIZ
The superblocks system redesigned
the traffic flow giving priority to
local traffic over through traffic

-65% in the level of through traffic 

AALBORG
Extended and improved the real-time
Parking Information System on the
parking network in the city center

-71 tons of CO2 per year due
to the reduction in cruising

PERUGIA
Implementation of a new Parking
Action Plan in an area close to the
city center

-40% in free parking spaces
-33% in illegal parking

UTRECHT
The city has developed an innovative
digitalized system of parking permits
with digital permits, digital
enforcement and mobile solutions

-30% in enforcement officers 
-10,000 visitors to the parking
reception desk per year

CIVITAS OPPORTUNITIES 

CIVITAS  
Brokerage Event:  
Present your project 
idea and look for 
partners!
A CIVITAS Brokerage Event focusing on the 
EU funding opportunities for urban mobility 
and transport projects will take place during 
the CIVITAS Forum 2016 on 29 September 
at 2 pm. The Brokerage event will be an 
opportunity to clarify questions about the 
next transport calls, present your project 
idea or find a needed partner.

The Brokerage Event will be structure as 
follows:

■■ The ELENA Facility (EIB) –  
Henriette Van Eijel,  
EC Representative  

■■ Horizon2020 Calls – 
Marcel Rommerts, INEA

■■ Questions & Answers

■■ Pitches for Project ideas and Partners 
searches (3 minutes / each)

If you are interested in presenting a project 
idea or announcing a partner search, please 
submit your request for a three-minute pitch by 
filling out the application form (available in the 
CIVITAS website)  and send it to Chiara Frencia  
(chiara.frencia@inovamais.eu) as soon as 
possible, at the very latest by September 9th 
2016.

Please note that due to time constraints, only 
a limited number of pitches will be accepted. 
The ‘first come, first serve’ principle will apply.

FACTS & FIGURES 

Management measures in CIVITAS  
Plus cities (2008–2012)
Demand-management strategies can reduce 
traffic through a variety of economic incentives, 
regulatory measures and modern communica-
tion technologies. Between 2008 and 2012, the 
CIVITAS Plus demonstration cities experimented 
with a range of demand-management measures 
in order to explore the merits of different initia-
tives and share lessons learned. Measures in-
cluded access restrictions, road pricing, parking 

policies and marketing campaigns. In addition 
to pricing, the measures undertaken within CI-
VITAS Plus involved strategies to reallocate pri-
orities to specific transport modes (e.g. priority 
lanes for public transport or bicycles, bicycle 
parking) or to reshape the urban environment.

Find more info: Demand Management Strategies 
measures in CIVITAS Plus: FACTS & FIGURES
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CIVINET NEWS 

The first CIVINET Slovenia-Croatia-SEE Forum held in June 
CIVINET Slovenia-Croatia-SEE FORUM on 
Sustainable Mobility was held in Zagreb on 3 
June 2016.

Some 70 participants from Slovenia, Croatia, 
Bosnia &Herzegovina and Serbia, representing 
towns, ministries, NGOs, institutes, schools, 

faculties and companies had a chance to 
learn about successful town projects related to 
sustainable urban mobility, but also those of 
NGOs, schools and businesses. 

Fruitful discussions took place around global 
sustainable development goals, focusing in 

specific on goal No 11 – Sustainable towns and 
communities.

The event also saw parallel programmes which 
included a vivid discussion on town policies 
related to cycling and the presentation of the 
European Road Safety Charter.

CIVINET Czech and Slovak Republics continues fruitful 
cooperation with the German Speaking CIVINET 
On 19 May 2016 in the city of Brno, the annual 
conference of the CIVINET Czech and Slovak 
Republics focused on answering what the 
newest research brings for the development of 
sustainable mobility in urban areas. A range of 
experts on sustainable mobility from universities 
and cities in Europe and beyond shared their 
experience with Czech and Slovak politicians 

and industry stakeholders. One of the keynote 
speakers was Gerhard Ablasser, a representative 
of the city of Graz and of the German speaking 
CIVINET.

Ablasser introduced sustainable mobility planning 
and outlined innovative measures which were 
successfully implemented in his pioneering city. 

The Czech and Slovak CIVINET further 
prepared a study tour to Freiburg im Breisgau 
and Strasbourg from 3 to 6 May 2016. The 
successful event hosted 35 representatives from 
Czech and Slovak cities who learned more 
about the advantages of strategic planning and 
were inspired by specific innovative sustainable 
mobility measures in the two cities. 

A new network is born:  
CIVINET Romania, the eleventh national network
Almost 40 people took part at the launch event of 
the National Network CIVINET Romania, which 
took place in Timisoara, on 14 June of this year. 
The event was attended by local and government 
officials, NGOs, government representatives and 
foreign stakeholders. ‘I am impressed to see so 
many people here, it’s a good start’ said Antal 
Gertheis from Metropolitan Research Institute/
Mobilissimus, Budapest, who recalled the 
beginning of the Magyar CIVINET. ‘It is important 
that municipalities understand that the Network is 
good for them, and they will come’, he added.

The launch event was also attended by Cezar 
Grozavu, Public Manager of the Romanian 
Ministry of Regional Development and Public 

Administration who spoke about mobility in 
Romanian cities. ‘It is something that we really 
need’ said Grozavu, referring to CIVINET 
Romania. ‘We lacked such a network and 
excellent platform to share experiences and good 
or even bad practices, as one can learn also from 
bad experiences’ explained the Public Manager.

The event also featured an open discussion about 
mobility and transport in the Romanian cities. ‘It is 
not always the expensive projects that make the 
difference. A smaller investment can mean a lot 
for improving transport and urban mobility in a 
city’ said Ciprian Cadariu the President of Urban 
Survey at the Secretariat of CIVINET Romania. He 
was referring to the bike-sharing system recently 

implemented by Timisoara Municipality as a 
public transport system.

The launch event concluded with a short trip 
using the newest transport system implemented by 
Timisoara: the Vaporetto or river boat. ‘Timisoara 
is the only city in Romania that has five different 
systems of transport: trams, buses, trolleys, 
bikes and Vaporetto. They are our projects, and 
we are proud of them’ said Loredana Sibian, 
representative of Timisoara Municipality and 
Romanian Network Manager.
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About the MOVE newsletter

This quarterly newsletter serves to inform all those with 
an interest in sustainable urban mobility. It reports on 
developments in the field, including  activities of 
pioneering CIVITAS cities and policy updates from the 
European Commission. Contributions are sourced from 
participating cities and organisations, as well as from 
the Directorate General for Mobility and Transport. 

For further information on the MOVE newsletter please 
contact:

secretariat@civitas.eu 
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Discover CIVITAS Interactive, the 
fully-renewed web platform for 
sharing ideas and experience 
on sustainable urban mobility. 

Register on civitas.eu (if you are already 
registered, simply log-in) and start a 
new interaction. For more information 
h t t p : / / w w w. c i v i t a s . e u / t h e m a t i c -
cooperation or contact Tito Stefanelli at  
stefanelli@trt.it

EU NEWS  

Applications are now open for the Europe-
an Commission’s European Green Capital 
Award 2019 and European Green Leaf 
2018. The European Green Capital Award 
is given to cities of above 100.000 inhab-
itants that have shown outstanding commit-
ment to sustainable urban development. 
The European Green Leaf, introduced in 
2015, is an award for smaller-sized cities 
(20,000-100,000 inhabitants).

Why should cities apply?

■■ Take stock with a free environmental 
audit by a panel of 12 experts

■■ Join a network of applicants and 
winners

Is your city becoming green?

VII Forum CIVINET Spain and Portugal
The VII Forum CIVINET Spain and Portugal took place on 14 and 15 April 
2016 in the Portuguese city of Torres Vedras. Attracting over 100 attendees, 
the Forum discussed ‘The New Paradigm of Mobility in Cities’. It kicked 
off with the Association Assembly, after the welcome of the Portuguese 
President of the Network Carlos Bernardes, Mayor of Torres Vedras and 
Member of the CiViTAS PAC. This was followed with a presentation on ‘The 
new paradigm of mobility and accessibility in cities’ by Ana Sofia Antunes, 
Secretary of State of Portugal of Accessibility. Other activities organised 
included a political roundtable, with the representation of the cities of Torres 
Vedras, Valencia, Funchal, Cascais and Mollet del Valles. A new Political 

Agreement – the Agreement of Torres Vedras on the new paradigm of 
sustainable mobility in the cities of CiViNET Spain and Portugal – was 
also signed during the event. The Forum raised concern on the future of 
the CiViNET Networks in Europe and EU support that has unfortunately 
disappeared in the program for the coming years. The second day of the 
Forum included the Final Endurance Portugal Event and showcased new 
models of mobility in cities. Representation from Porto, Pontevedra, Barreiro 
and Guimarães explained the problems their cities have to face and how 
they changed their mobility patterns. It ended with a visit to the ‘low cost’ 
bus terminal, presented by Mayor Bernardes.

■■ Show your citizens your commitment to 
sustainability and mobilise partners

■■ Earn official recognition, increased 
visibility, investments and tourism

Applications are open until 3 November 
2016. Find details about applying here 
http://euconf.eu/egc-egl-application/reg-
istration.html . Applicant workshops on 13 
June and 1 July.

Please find more information on www.
ec.europa.eu/envi ronment/european-
greencapital  or contact the Secretariat at 
info@europeangreencapital.eu
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